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5 1 Cor. x. 15. 


Leak as to wiſe Alen; judge ye what T ſay. 


% 


A being a Creature, furniſh'd with 
— Ty the Powers of Reaſon, which makes 
- him capable of Religion, the diſtin- 


eoiching Privilege of intelligent Beings ; 


chat herein, he may act with Judg- 


7 . . > 
— ment, Safety, and Satisfaction to him- 


0 {elf ; this being a Buſineſs of the laſt and greateſt Im- 
; Fun to him, becauſe the Perfection of his rational 
Nature, his preſent, and future Happineſs, is evident- 
ly concerned in it, and connected with it, it muſt 


needs be his undoubted Privilege, to judge for himſelf, 


in a Matter of ſuch Concecnment to him, and exer- 


ciſe thoſe thinking Principles within him, that his ge- 


nerous and kind Parent has beſtowed on him; that 
he may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and 
| perfect Will of God. This much every intelligent Crea- 
ture, has a juſt Right to challenge for himſelf: Nor 


2 will 


* 


* 
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will any Man, that 1. himſelf aright, tamely 
or willingly throw up ſuch a valuable Privilege as this; 
every Man that has Eyes of his own, chooſes to fee 
with them; and this is no leſę applicable to the Eyes of 
his Mind, given him of Purpoſe by his gracious God, 
to be a Lamp to his Feet, and a Light to his Path. 
And hence it will natively tollow, that every Man is 
to be treated in the Buſineſs of Religion, as a reaſo- 


nable Being ; nor can any ſubordinate Teacher claim, 


or in Juſtice uſurp, a Dominion over Mens Judgments 
and Conſciences: This is none of our Province, we 

ave no Commiſſion given us, to be Lords over God's 

eritage; but only, to be Helpers of our Chriſtian 
Brethren, in the Concerns of their Salvation, by pro- 
poſing to their ſerious Conſideration, what we judge 
proper, and neceſſary, to inſtruct them in the Know- 
ledge, and influence them to the Practice of Religion. 
And this much we are concerned, and bound to do, in 
the moſt ſincere and candid Manner, approving ourſelves 
to every Man's Judgment; that they may be in a pro- 
per Capacity, to examine into the Truth and Impor- 


tance of what ſhall be delivered to them, in our Ser- 


mons, or otherwiſe to direct them to their pro 


Work, as Men and Chriſtians, And this, that I have 


aſſerted, is cyidently ſet before us in my Text. Thus, 
the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles treated his Hearers. 
1 ſpeak (lays he) as to wiſe Men; judge ye what I 
2 


ay. 

And becauſe, theſe or the like Words, may be ad- 
duced in the Beginning, or brought in to conclude any 
Sermon or edifying Diſcourſe, intended by the Speaker 
to promore Religion, and the Practice of it; I ſhall 
not ſpend Time at preſent, to trace their Connexion, 
either with the prececding or ſubſequent Verſes, but 
conſider them only by themſelves, as affording a proper 
Leſſon of Inſtruttion to Miniſters of the Goſpel, how 
ta treat their Hearers. I ſpeak as to wiſe Men, (lays 
our Apoſtle) judge ye (who are my Hearers) what I 


ſay, 


0 i 


122 In theſe Words then, you may notice theſe two 
ngs. 


Firft, The honourable Character that the Apoſtle bo- 
ſtows on his Hearers, he calls them wiſe Men, I ſpeak 
as to wiſe Men. 

zd, The valuable Privilege he readily grants them, 
as a Conſequent of this. Fudge ye what I ſay. 

Firft, We have here to notice, . the honourable Cha- 
rater that the Apoſtle beſtows on his Hearers. J 
ſpeak as to wiſe Men, to Men, to wiſe Men. 

To Men; the Term Man ſpeaks ſomething great ; 
it carries an Idea of Reſpe& alongſt with it, both in 
ſacred and profane Authors; and in the common 
Acceptation of Mankind, we all do know, that there 
is nothing more ordinary amongſt the meaneſt Sort of 
People, when treated indecently, or rudely, by their 
Superiors, or Equals, than to reſent it, in thoſe or the 
like Words, Iam a Man as you are, and therefore 
ought to be treated as ſuch ; that is, with all due Re- 
ſpe&, as a Fellow-creature of the ſame human Race. 
Nor was our Apoſtle wanting to his Audience in this 
Piece of Reſpe&, for he conſiders them as Men poſſeſſed 


of the ſame rational Nature with himſelf, and here 


ualified to act in a higher Sphere than the brutal World, 
the Beaſts which periſh : Nay more, to raiſe the Idea a 
little higher, he is content to treat them as wiſe Men; 
that by an Argument taken from their diſtinguiſhing 
Place in the Creation, he might engage them the more 
ſucceſsfully, to the noble Purſuits of Religion, the Life 
A Beings. I ſpeak (ſays he) as to wife 
To wiſe Men; in the Greek it is but one Word, 
eerst, which the Latins render prudens, qua ſi pro- 
widens, that is, Men who foreſee Things before they 
come to paſs, and act accordingly ; guiding their Way 
with Precaution, and Diſcretion : Hence Solomon tells 

us, That a prudent Man foreſeeth the Evil, aud bideth 
bimſelf, i. e. from the apparent or approaching Dan- 
| ger, 


6 
Pro. xxii. 3. and afterwards, he adds to the ſame 
Farpol Chap. xiv. ver. 15. The prudent Man Jooketh 
Moll to bis going. © 
I readily grant, that the Expreſſion wiſe, or wi 
Men, is ſometimes us'd in Scripture in a criminal Scnſc ; 
particularly in the firſt Chapter of this Epiſtle Verſe 20. 
Where is the Wiſe? i. e. the Man who boaſts of his 
Wiſdom, but gives no other Proof of it, which to be 
{ure is not a Mfficicat one: But then ĩt would be re- 
mark'd, that the Word there in the Greek, is ovges 
which is frequently, if not always, taken in a bad Senſe, 
ViZ. for Men- who call themſelves wiſe, but mean 
while act as Fools, that is, without Thought, or due 
Confideration ; and therefore don't deſerve that Epithet, 
if not to expoſe them for their Folly. RE Fo i 
But it is otherwiſe as to the Word in the Greek, 
which is thus tranflated in our Text; for it is taken in a 
good Senſe in the ſacred Writings, particularly in 
Luke xii. 42, I bo is that faithful and wiſe Steward. 
The Word there is of, the ſame with that in 
my Text; and this ſeems to be the Meaning of it 
likewiſe in rhis Place, as one may learn from the ſub- 
{quent Clauſe, in which the Apoſtle invites his Hear- 
ers to judge of what he had ſaid as above, or was in- 
ſtantly to deliver unto them; which was evidently the 
Province of a wiſe Man, acting up or ſome way agree- 
able to this venerable Character. * 
Whether the Apoſtle conſidered every one of his 
Audience, as deſerving this Character, is not my Buſi- 
neſs to determine: It was ſufficient for his Purpoſe, 
as I take it, to conſider them as Men who had Powers 
and Capacitics given them of God to ponder and 
examine iato the Importance of "Things, when fairly 
propoſed to them, for the regulating of their Lives 
and Actions, particularly in the Buſineſs of Religion. 
And it any of them were wanting to imploy their 
rational Powers, for | theſe excellent Purpoſes, it was 
ſarely their own Fault; fince God of his infinite Good- 


neſs, 
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neſs, had beſtowed on 4 a rational and intelllgent 
Nature. And thetefore the Apoſtle might juſtly con- 
ſider them as wiſe Men, if not from their paſt Behavi- 
our, at leaſt to call them to a better Deportment in 
Time coming, by a Deſignation of Reſpect taken from 
their rational Nature as Men. I ſpeak (ſays he) as 
to wiſe Men, that is, to Creatures of an exalted and 
dignify'd Nature, and who, if they are not unmindful 
of themſelves, and precious Concetns, will aſſutedly 
act as Men, as wiſe Men. "gy" 

2dly, We have here in the Text a valuable Pri 
the Apoſtle grants them as a neceſſary Conſequence 
from the forementioned Character, vi. an undoubted 
Right to judge for themſelves in Matters of Religion, 
Fudge what I ſay. Fudge, i. e. exerciſe your Jadg- 
ments, to ponder conſider what I ſay. What 1 


have faid, (as it is repreſented to us in the preceed- 


ing Context) is capable of being examined by you, and 
I perſuade my ſelf, that if you would but, as Men endu- 
ed with Reaſon, ſeriouſly think of ir, you muſt needs 
approve of it, 'Thus ſpoke this pious and good Man, 
and eminent Apoſtle of the Gentiles ; and hereby open- 
ly diſclaim'd all Dominion over Mens Judgments. 
And if he, who was a learned Perſon and inſpir'd A- 
poſtle, grafp'd at no ſuch Privilege, or Preeminence 
over his Chriſtian Brethren, much leſs ſurely ſhould 
any Miniſter of Chriſt in theſe Times pretend to it, 
who muſt own themſelves in many Reſpects his In- 
teriors. So much then for the Explication of the 
Words. f 
I proceed, to conſider them more particularly, and 
ſhall for this Purpoſe take up the Import of them is 
theſe two Obſervations, that to me ſecm to have 8 
juit Foundation in the Text. And. 4 
I. From the Apoſtle's Manner of Addreſs to 
his Hearers, or the honourable Deſignation he gives 
them, I obſerve, That the beit, and moſt proper Me- 
thod, which Miniſters of the Goſpel can take to in- 
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ſtruct and cdify their L. is to ſpeak to them as 
Men, as wiſe Men. Thus is was, that the Apoſtle 
conſidered his Hearers : I ſpeak ( ſaith he) as to wiſe 
Men ; and this is written for our InſtruRion, that 
herein we may copy after him. | 

IL From the Privilege that he grants them, and 
let me add, which he could not in Juſtice refuſe them, 
T oblerve, That every Man, every Chriſtian, who is 
come to the Years of Diſcretion, and full Exerciſe of 
their Reaſon, have an undoubted Right to judge, and 
ought to judge tor themſelves, in Matters of Religion: 
Fudge ye ( ſays the Apoſtle ) what I ſay. | 
IT intend, to conſider both theſe Obſervations taken 
from the Words, and ſhall begin with the laſt of them 
firſt; for this obvious Reaſon, becauſe, if it ſhall 
appear upon an impartial Scrutiny, ( as I make no 
doubt it ſhall) that every Man has an undoubted 
Privilege to judge for himſelf in religious Concerns, 
when thro Maturity of Judgment they are become 
capable of doing it. 'This may convince any reaſon- 
able Man, that the beſt Way we can poſſibly take to 
inſtruct our People, either in the Principles of our holy 
Religion, or engage them to the Practice of it, is to 
ſpeak to them as wiſe Men, that is, in an argumentative 
Way, ſuited to their rational Nature; otherwiſe, how 
Is it poſſible for them to judge of what ſhall be ſaid. 
This is the Reaſon why I chuſe to © conſider the laſt 
Obſervation firſt, which I ſhall again repeat, that I 


may have it the more diſtin&ly before me. 


rom the Privilege then that the Apoſtle moſt rea- 
dily and which he could not in Juſtice refuſe 
to his Audience, I obſerve this much, That every 
Man, every Chriſtian, come to Years of Diſcretion, 
and full Exerciſe of their reaſoning Faculties, have an 
undoubted Right to judge, and are obliged in Duty, 
to judge for themſelves in Matters of Religion: Fudge 
( fays the. Apoſtle ) what I ſay. And to what has 
been already ſuggeſted, to eſtabliſh the Truth of this 
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Obſervation; I ſhall add a few Things more for the 
clearer Illoſtration of it, 1 
And firſt, The Truth of this Obſervation will in 
Part be evident to us, if we confider, that every Man 
is allowed to judge for himfelf in Coticerns of a much 
inferior Nature, I mean his temporal adoes: No 
Man pretends to dictate to another in theſe Things, 
he may well give his Neighbour his beſt Advice when 
ask'd, or offer it as he ſees Occafion, to point out his 
Duty to him, and ſet him right, when he obſerves 
him to be either ignorant of it, or negligent about it ; 
but after that, and having expreſſed this Piece of bro- 
therly Love and Chriſtian Charity towards him, he 
leaves the Man to himſelf, to take, or refuſe the Ad- 
vice given him as he pleaſeth. This much that I have 
aſſerted, will not, I preſume, be called in Queſtion by 
any Man, who underſtands the Rights and Privileges 
of Mankind in general ; nor indeed can it. And hence 
it will natively follow, that the ſame undoubted Pri- 
vilege, is the natural Right of every Man in his reli- 
gious Concerns; for theſe are aſſuredly as much his 
perſonal, and proper Province in all valuable Reſpects as 
the other can be. Religion is evidently à perſonal Con- 
cern to every Man; his Soul's Happincſs, which is by 
far the better Part, is beyond all Conttoverſy concerned 


in it; and what is perſonal to any Man, eſpecially in 4 


Thing of the greateſt Conſequence to him, can never 
in Juſtice be retus'd him: That is, to judge for him- 
ſelf, in a Matter upon which his rational and eternal 
Happineſs does manifeſtly depend. Bur | 

zd), The Truth of this Obſervation will further 
appear, if we conſider, that every Man muſt render an 
Account of himſelf, and of his Conduct and Behaviour 
in this World, to God the Judge of all, who will, tot 
certain, reward him accordingly, and render to every 
Man according to bis Deeds: To them bo, by patient 


Continuance in Well doing, ſeek for Glory, and Honour, 


and Immortality; eternal Life. But unto them * 
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( = 7 ) | 
are contentions, and do not obey the Truth, but obey. Uu- 
righteouſneſs, Indignation, and Wrath, Tribulation, 
and: Anguiſh, upon every Soul of Man that doth Evil, 
Rom. il. 6, 7, 8, 9. And if this much is certain, 
both from natural and tevealed Religion ; why then, 
in all Reaſon, every Man muſt be allow'd to judge 
for himſelf in the Buſineſs of Religion, that by a pro- 
per Choice, and agreeable Practice, they may lay up 
in Store for themſelves, a good Foundation againſt th 
I. to come, that they may lay hold on eternal 
e. 
Before that any Man can oblige me to follow his 
Dictates, by a blind, or implicite Obedience, in the 
Concerns of Religion, he muſt be able to give me all 
reaſonable RY as to my final Happineſs ; that 
hercin, I run no Hazard. But this much, tis im- 
poſſible he can give me, unleſs I be allowed to judge for 
my ſelf: For granting he ſhould offer for my Security, 
to go this Length, which is the uttermoſt he can go, 
vir. to pledge his own Happineſs, ro aſſure me of 
mine ; yet even this much cannot be ſuſtain'd ; for 
how can I, without exerciſing a Judgment of Diſcre- 
tion, ſatisfy my ſelf, that ſuch a Subſtitution will be 
accepted of God, as that of one Man in place of ano- 
ther, unleſs it could be aſſerted, that every Method 
of Religion, that any vain, or fooliſh Man can dictate 
to another, to render him acceptable to his Maker, 
and meet for his heavenly Kingdom, is equally ſafe, 
and pleaſing to him: Which no Man, I preſume, will 
aſſert. Nay, even granting this Abſurdity, this would 
by no Means deſtroy this Truth I am pleading, and 
contending for, I mean a Judgment of Diſcretion in 
the Buſineſs of Religion: For even, in this Cale, if I 


am obliged to follow out the Method he lays down, 


to obtain the Favour, and Enjoyment of God, I muſt, 


of Neceſſity, imploy my rational Powers if I have 
them, to underſtand what ſuch a Man would have 


have me to know and practiſe ; that in end I may 
obtain 
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obtain Salvation, in following his Preſcriptions. And 
if this much is ſurely required of me, then by a Parith 
of Reaſon, wherefore ſhould I not exerciſe my Judge» 
ment likewiſe, to know if it be a proper and ſafe 
Courſe for me to take; the one being no leſs ne- 
ceſſary than the other. | 

To conclude this Argument, then, ſince tis a Truth 
univerſally received, and evidently laid down in our 
holy Chriſtian Religion, that God will bring every Man 
unto Fudgment, and render unto them according to the 
Deeds done by them in the Body; for this Reaſon, it is 
no leſs evident, that every Man has an undoubted Pri- 
vilege, to judge for himſelf in religious Matters, that 
he may give up bis Stewardſhip at laſt, with Foy, and 
not with Erief. And to what has been ſaid, I ſhall 
only add | 

A third Conſideration, viz. That every Man has 
Powers and Capacities given him of God, that he 
may judge for himſelf in religious Matters; That he 
has them, is evident, otherwiſe he would not be capable 


of Religion: And ſince he has them, he is obliged to 


exerciſe them, elſe to what Purpoſe were they given 
him? Were they beſtowed on him, ſhall we ſay, to 
be laid up in a Napkin, or to ly ſleeping in a State of 
Inactivity ? No, verily, for an infinitely wiſe Being, 
the Author of every good and perfect Gift, gives none 
of them in vain ; but on the contrary, to ſerve a valu- 
able Purpoſe ; And is it poſſible for any Mag, to im- 
ploy his natural Faculties, his rational Powers, to a 


more valuable Purpoſe, than to judge what is proper 
and neceſſary for him to know, and do, that he may 


ſerve his Generation here according to the Will of God, 
and be received at laſt into the Foy of his Lord and 
Maſter ? * he himſelf, and ſuch intelligent Crea- 
tures, ſhall ever imployed in proper Services ap- 
pointed them by God, through all the Ages of an eter 
nal Exiſtence in which they ſhall be happy beyond all 
Thought and Expreſſion. So much then, ot the 
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Confirmation of this firſt Obſervation, which 1 pur- 
poſed to illuſtrate. | We 
And before I enter upon the ſecond Obſervati 
from the Text, ſuffer me to draw two Inferences from 
it, one for yon my Fathers and Brethren in the holy 
Miniſtry, and another for the People who are my 
Hearers this Day. | 
And 1. For the Miniſters of the Goſpel. Allow me 
my Reverend Fathers, and Fellow-labourers in the 
Work of the Lord, to propoſe, with all Submiſſion, a 
Leſſon for our Inſtruction from what has been ſaid. 
Is it the unqueſtionable Privilege of our People, to 
judge what we ſay to them, for their Edification in 
Knowledge and Practice? Then, as a neceſſary Con- 
ſequence from this, it greatly imports us, to take heed 
to our ſelves, and our Minittry ; and to be very care- 
ful, that we deliver nothing to our People, but what 
we ate well aſſured are the precious Truths of God; 
and every Way agrreable to the Goſpel of our Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chtiſt: And when we do ſo, we 
need not to be afraid, or aſhamed, of what we deliver 
unto them. Since they are allowed to judge of our 
Doctrine and Sermons ; and wheretore ſhould they 
not ? Let us take care, that they be ſuch in all valuable 
Reſpects, as will ſuffer an honeſt and impartial Trial 
of Judgment. I am not aſhamed (ſays the Apoſtle) of 
the Goſpel of Chrift, for it is the Power of God unto Sal- 
vation, to every one that believeth, Rom. i. 16. And 
juſtly * Miniſter of Chriſt, and Member of 
the Chriſtian Church, ſubſcribe his Approbation of 
this loſty Encomium of the Goſpel, who views and 
conſiders it throughout, as deliyered upto us by Chriſt 
himſelt, and his Apoſtles after him: Chriſtianity when 
repreſented in its native Beauty, Purity and Simplicity 
is a Religion that will ſuffer the moſt impartial anc 
accurate Scrutiny ; and which is an Evidence of thi 
has been frequently tried, and ſtood its Ground aggin 
all the Attacks of its open and ayowed Adrerſarigs 5 
| | C 
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like Mount Zion, that can never be removed. And no 
Maryel, ſeeing the * and venerable Author of 
it was one ſent by , to ioſtruct Mankind in the 
Knowledge of his Will : And when he came into the 
World in Purſuance of this, gave them all the you | 
and neceſſary Proofs, that may any reaſonable 
Perſon, that be was a Teacher come from God. Pra 
then, let us who are the proſeſſed Servants and Mini- 
ſters of Chriſt, adorn his Doctrine; not only by liv- 
ing up to it, and regulating our Converſations by it, 
but likewiſe in giving our People a plain and eaſy, 
clear and juſt, full and true Repreſentation of ir, that 
knowing what the Goſpel requires of them, they may 
obey it: And ſo doing, we may with all Confidence 
and Boldneſs appeal to our Hearers in the Words of 
the Text, Fudge ye what I fay. And to ſuch 

Let me addreſs my ſelf in the next Place; Men and 
Brethren, you fee in what has been ſaid, your un- 
doubted Privilege; viz. to judge tor your ſelves in 
Matters of Religion : And this 1s a Privilege we have 
no Mind to take from you, nor can we in Juſtice do 
it, Nay more, we exhort you to ſtand faſt in that Li- 
berty, which you have as Men and Chriſtians, and 
ought to preſerve and exerciſe. But then in conſe- 
; quence of this ineſtimable Privilege, let me caution you 

in the Apoſtle's Words, Gal. v. 13. Brethren, ye have 
been called unto Liberty, only uſe not Liberty for an 
Occafion to the Fleſh. Since judging is an Act of the 
rational Mind, do it with Judgment, and the Spirit of 
Meckneſs and Charity; and apply to your ſelves with 
Judgment, what you hear in our Sermons for your In- 
ſtru&ion, that the Word preached by us may, through 
the Bleſſing of God on it, profit your Souls. And 
withal, ſince you are permitted to judge of our Ser- 
mons, conſider I intreat you, that we are Men as 
well as you are, I mean compafied about with like 
Infirmities and Paſſions as others arc, which, as it 
dogs by the By render your judging for your ſelves 
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ry on our Part, that you not through our 
znorance n be led ade from the Paths 
of Truth and Righteouſneſs; ſo it ſhould oblige you, 
in Compaſſion to our Weakneſſes, to put the moſt 
favourable Conſtruction upon them that they will bear. 
Jaws, as the i Apo gel will cover a Multitude of 
Infirmities ; and ſuch you ſee is our preſent State and 
Condition, that we need your Love and Com | 
to cover a Multitude of them. And having thus 


* x 
I pracced to a ſecond Obſervatian, from the Words. 
en from the Apoſtle's Manner of Addreſs to his 
ty or the 2 Deſignation he beſtows on 
them, which J gave you in theſe Words. 

II. Obſervation, That the beſt and moſt proper Me- 
thod which Miniſters of the Goſpel can take to in- 
ſtruct and edify their Pcople, is to ſpeak to them as 
Men, as wiſe Mey. Thus it was that the Apoſtle con- 
ſidered his Hearers, Iſpeak as to wiſe Men; 9 this 
is written for our Inſtruction, that herein we may 
follow his Example. 

And to eſtabliſh the Truth of this Obſervation, I 
ſhall lay before you in a few Particulars, what 1 pre- 
ſame will make ir evident to us, from the many Advan- 
tages that follow upon it. And, 

1. When we ſpeak to our People as Men, #5 wiſe. 
Men, we haye this manifeſt Advantage by it, 
this is the moſt convincing Method (as I take it) to. 
aſſure our People that we have, nay more that we can 
have, no baſe or bad Deſigns upon them : But on the 
contrary, a ſincere Deſire to inſtru& them to their 

Edification. And in ſaying ſo, far be it from me to 
think or inſinuate this much, that the Miniſters 
Chriſt in theſe ' Bounds, or in this national Church, 
_ throughout, have any ſuch wicked Deſigns upon their 
-ople, I hope better Things of them: But then that 
there have been ſuch baſe and bad Deſi "amongſt 
Men veſted with a ſacred CharaRtr, is a Truth fo ei- 


dent, 


eee 
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them. Pray what were all the Divinations pra 


-— HAT 
ett; that it cantior be refuſed. Let us but look ints 
the Popiſh and Heathen Nations, even at this Day, 
and we ſhall find (which is Matter of Lamentation) 
this very Thing which I have inſinuated, fn among 
ed 


all the numerous Orders of religions Men amon 
85 

amongſt the ancient Romans by their Augurs, taken 

from the Intrails of Beaſts after they were cut up, the 


Chattering, or ſinging, or flying of Birds; or from the 


Appearances in Heaven, as Thunder, Lightniog, 
Comets, and other Meteors, and the like; I ſay, what 
were all theſe and the like Divinations, but ſo many 
Tricks and Cheats put upon the poor unthinking cre- 
dulous People, to ſerve their own baſe and carnal De- 
ſigns by them. And of the like Nature arc the 
Popiſh Legends, at this Day, ſuch as their Purgatory, 
pretended Miracles, Pilgrimages, Proceſſions, Indul- 
gencics : Why, all theſe and the like Abominations are 
palm'd upon the Chriſtian World by a Set of Men, 
who know very well how to ſerve their worldly Purpoſes 
by them, and make Merchandize of them to no ſmall 
Advantage. But I ſhall not further rake into theſe 
Things, becauſe I have not Acceſs in this Place to do 


any Thing to explode thoſe pernicious Encroachments 


made by a ſ{clt-defigning Clergy, upon the Conſciences 
and Liberties . of their Fellow-creatures, who might 
expect, and, to be ſure, deſerve better Treatment at 
their Hands, And beſides, this has been done of late 
Years by ſeveral learned Pens, who have publiſhed theſe 
Things to the World ; and ſome of them in this Mat- 
ter, I muſt own, have even exceeded the due Bounds, 
either of Modeſty or Truth, by giving Mankind the 
moſt invidious Repreſentations ot all Clergy-men, as 
if there were never a Man amongſt us of Conſcience 
and Integrity: But, as I ſaid befere, I hope better 
Things of the Paſtors of this Church, with whom T 
reckon ' my {elf more immediately concerned; how- 
yer, what has been publiſhed to the World of late in 
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Lay-fermotis, and other Pamphilcts Er 
of chat Nature, gives me a r Occaſion to pre- 
ſent you with this Remark, the beſt Method we 
can take to ſecure our ſelves from thofe injudicious 
and injurious Reflections thrown upon our ſacred 
Phn&ion in general, without making a proper Di- 
ſtinction betwixt the Innocent and Guilty, is to ſpeak 
to our People as Men, 4s wiſe Nen; I mean, to inſtruct 
them in ſuch a rational Way, as that they may have 
Acceſs, if they will, to ſee and be convinced that we 
have no ſelfiſh Deſigns upon them: Nay, if we take 
into this Method, and hold on in it, it is utterly im- 

ble for them (if they will do us but common 
ice) to fix ſuch Calummies upon us; for the Tudg- 
ments and Conſciences of our People, amongſt whom 
we labour in => Work * 5 muſt bear Teſti- 
mony to our Integrity prighrnefs, when their 
— hack is addreſſed and applyed to in Matters of 
Religion, and made the Standard to try them by ; he 
who is impoſed upon, after this, may blame himſelf, 
and has none elſe ſo much to blame as himſelf. And 
this is one valuable Confideration to eſtabliſh the Truth 
of our Obſervation taken from the Text; and for this 
Purpoſe, let me recommend it to your Practice. But 
further, 3 enn 
2dly, To ſpeak to our People as Men, as wiſe Men 
has this Advantage attending it, that in this Method 
of inſtructing them we have Acceſs to make an Addreſs 
ro the Judgment, the leading Faculty in the human 
Soul; I call it the leading Faculty, and juſtly, becauſe 
the Judgments of our Audience mult be fatisfied in a 
proper Method of Proof, before we can in reaſon oblige 
them to give Obedience to what is required of them, 
be it either as to Faith or Practice, unleſs we could, in 
Juſtice, demand of them a blind or implicite Obedience 
to our Dictates, which has been already exploded, and 
moſt juſtly, becauſe ſuch an Obedience as this, is not 
the Deed of a reaſonable Creature ating as fuch, and 
| con- 


The Deſign ep all Teaching i is confel:dly Inſtruai- 
on, in order to Practice, agreeable ro that known 
Maxim laid down in the Golpe - by our bleſſed Saviour, 
Jobn xiii. 17. f ye hm theſ gs, happy are ye, 
ye do them. And ſince it is our. Frovince, who are 
the Miniſters of Chriſt, to teach our People the great 
and precious Truths and Doctrines of the Goſpel, 
chat they may live ſoberly, righteoufly and godly in this 
= World; How can we rge this ſo well? 
lay, how can we think to do it at all, unleſs we be- 
in with Mens Judgments, and endrayour to be in- 
ntal under God, the Fountain of Light, to en- 
lighten their Minds, and enrich them with the Knows 
ledge of Salvation, "that they may thine as Lights in 
2 World? And when this is once done, thereafter, 
ion, it will be proper for us to make a warm 

pd ent Addreſs ro their Paſſions, which are the 
Springs of Action. And herein ſurely lics tke great 
Excellency of teaching to purpoſe, to reach, ſo far as we 
can, — the one and ot her of theſe. 
And firſt, The Judgment, by a clear and ſolid Con- 
viction ot Truth: For, as God the God of Love re- 
ires to be worſbipped in Spirit and in Truth, and 
Sooke to engage his reaſonable Creatures to ſerve him 
with perfect Hearts and willing Minds, from a firm 
Perſuaſion in their Underſtandings, that it is in it (elf 
a proſitable Service for them, evidently deſign d and 
appointed them by God to ptomore their — and 
laſting Happineſs. In Conſequence of this, thoſe Men, 
to be ſure, are very much miſtaken, ho imagine to 
convince their Audience of this, by addreſſing their 
Paſſions in the firſt Inſtance, and with ſome incoherent, 
but warm Expreſſions, putting their Blood and animal 
Spirits into Motion, Is 2 a proper or probable Me- 


thod 


22 
thod to make Men . judicious Chriſtians? 
Or, are Men, who are capable to be drawn tq their 
Duty by the Cords of Love and Bands of a Man, to 
be violently forced into a Love of Virtue, by the trong 
Efforts of the Voice and Lungs? Why, ſurely an Ad- 
dreſs of this Nature to intelligent Beings, that has ſo 
little of Senſe and Judgment in it, would be altogether 
as ridiculous as a rational 6 ww by to Beaſts that 
are void of Reaſon; and therefore, in .ſpeaking to 
Men, let us conſider them as ſuch, and when we have 
done what we could, by a rational Application to 
their Judgments, to enlighten their Minds in the 
Knowledge of Chriſt and Duties of Chriſtianiry, then, 
and not till then, there is Acceſs in a proper Method 
to teach the Paſſions of our Audience. 
The Paſſions, tis true, may be rais'd, and put into 
ſame Emotion, previous to a clear and ſatisfying Know- 
ledge of Divine Truths; but then, it is «qually cer- 
tain that all that Warmth ol Devotion, occaſioned by 
it, is quickly over again, like a Brook in the Summer 
that ſoon drieth up, or like .the Morning Cloud and 
early Dew which paſſeth haſtily away. As Experience 
reacheth, thus no ſooner almoſt does the Preacher ceaſe 
to act upon the Paſſions and Affections of his Hearers, 
but the Agitation is calmed again, and the Perſon, 
who ſeem'd to be in a Flame of Devotion, becomes in- 
ſtantly thereafter as dead and lifeleſs, as indifferent and 
lukewarm in the Concerns of Religion as ever, and the 
Reaſon of this is obvious, becauſe his Flaſh of Devoti- 
on wanted a folid Foundation; and therefore, as we 
would reach the Paſſions of our People, and keep them 
fervent, that Fervor of Spirit muſt be excited from a 
clear Conviction, and firm Perſuaſion of Truths made 
evident to their Judgments; which makes it neceſſaty 
for every Miniſter of Chriſt to begin with the Judg- 
ment, that hereby he may reach and touch the Paſſions. 
of his Audience, with all. Manner of Advantage, to 
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keep them patient in Mell. doing, ftedfaft, unmobeabis, 
always abounding in the Work of the Lord, which is 


required” of them, that they may attain the End of 
their Faith, the Sakvation of their Souls ; and therefore, 
as we wiſh and _ the Salvation of their Souls, it 
greatly imports us tb give into this Method of inſtructing 
"our People, that our Labours may not be in vain ; that 

is, let us conſider them as Men, as reaſonable Beings, 
and ſpeak to them as ſuch. Thus did our Apoſtle in 

my Text, I ſpeak (ſays he) as to wiſe Men; and 
kerein, my Brethren, let us follow the Example of this 
= and great Man; for we cannot, *tis certain, take 
better Method of doing it, I ſay, a better Method, 
to repreſent to our People the Beauty and Excellency of 
dur holy chriſtian Religion, and convince them that 
the whole of it is a true and faithful Saying, worthy of 
their Acceptation ; ſo that it they but duly attend, 
and give due Artention to our Sermons, they may be 
yeady always to give an Anſwer to every Man that 
asketh them a Reaſon of the Hope that is in them, 
1 Pet. iii. 15. Bur further, | | 

3dly, To addreſs our People as Men, as wiſe Men, 
has this peculiar Excellency m it, that ir gives us Oc- 
caſion to take hold of their rational and dignified Na- 
ture, which is a proper Means to raiſe, and keep up in 
their Minds a ſuitable Idea of themſelves ; and conſe- 
2 is a noble Expedient to oblige them to act as 
uch. It is evidently true, that ſo long as Men conſider 
themſelves as reaſonable Beings, as Creatures, who are 
fearfully and wonderfully made, and curiouſly wrought, 
to hold a diſtinguiſhing Place in the Creation, nay, in 
Honour and Dignity plac'd but a little lower than tbe 
Angen, thoſe Miniſters of Light; their Actions, 
conſequent upon ſuch a View of the Glory and Ho- 
nour conferred upon them, muſt of courſe be ſome Way 
conformable to it; for a juſt Regard to that will keep 
them from degrading themſelves, and proſtituting 
heir Souls to fe hu Lufts * war againſt the Law 755 
N | 2 | 3 
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the Mind. And 4. we obſerve” any ol 
our Fellow- creatures employing themſelves in Actions 
unworthy of a Man, we readily conclude, and moſt 
juſtly, that in ſo far they have forgotten that they are 


en. Fe 
The Term Man, as I hinted before, ſpeaks ſome- 
thing great, both in the Sound and Idea of it, "Tis 
true, I grant, when we lifr up our Thoughts to the 
Creatures above us, I mean thoſe exalted. and glorious 
Spirits in the heavenly Kingdom, who excel in Wiſ- 
dom and Knowledge, and eſpecially to God himſelf, a 
a moſt pure and perfect Spirit, and one infinitely above 
them all, for who in Heaven may be compared with 
tbe Lord, the Lord of Angels, or who amongſt all the 
numerous Sons of the Mighty may ouce be likened unto 


bim; he, and he only is the firſt and beſt of Beings, 


the Beauty and Perſection of the whole Univerſe : I 
ſay, upon ſuch a View as this, we muſt of Courſe fink 
down to the Duſt, becauſe our Foundation is in the 
Duſt, and cry out, Mat is Man that is born of a Wo- 
man, born ſo lately into the World, and knoweth ſp 
little whilſt in it? Why, ſurcly in his beſt Eſtate but 
an inconſiderable Creature made of Duſt, and muſk 
return to it, the Place from whence be came. 

But then, when we look down to the numerous 
Claſſes and Ranks of created Brings that are evidently 
plac'd below us, we may look upon ourſelves as the 
Chict and Maſter-picce of God's Workmanſhip in this 
lower World, created of Purpoſe to celebrate the 
Praiſes of our Almighty Parent, to be unto him a 
Name, and Praiſe, and Glory. And ſo long as we do 
advert to that exalted Station we are placed in by the 
Bounty and Goodneſs of our eternal King, it cannot 
reaſonably be ſuppoſed that ſuch Men will fink theix 
Actions, I had almoſt ſaid their Natures, into that 
of the Brute, For a right Senſe of the Dignity of hu- 
man Nature, as Experience teacheth, inſpires great 
and worthy Dcligns, leads Men to the moſt beneficent, 
generous 


LA) 

and and 8. and is a ſtrong Preſer- 
vative from every Thing that is baſe, mean, vile, and 
truly diſhonourable to human Nature. e 
We all know, that amongſt Gentlemen of Note, 
their Word of Honour, as it is called, is accounted 
by them a Thing ſo ſacred, that when they paſs it to 
any Man, to enſure the Performance of a Promiſe made 
to them, he is look 'd upon afterwards as unworthy of 
that honourable Deſignation, who yiolates his Promiſe 
confirm'd with ſuch a ſolemn Tie; and tho every Man, 
tis true, has not the Honour of a Gentleman to loſe, 
yet, -nevertheleſs, there is no Man, no not the meaneſt. 
and pooreſt in the World, when conſidered as a Man, 
but has Honour to loſe, I mean the Honour and Dig- 
nity of a reaſonable Being, and, which tollows upon 
that, the Honour that cometh from God, the Fountain 
of Honour and Happineſs, which ſhould ever be pre- 
cious unto them; and ſo long as they give all Diligence 
to preſerve the one and ſecure the other, every Man of 
good Senſe and true Diſcernment will eſteem them; 
and which is yet more, God himſelf will love them 
and honour them; and what may he not expect whom 
the King honours ? | | 


" 


Beſides, what is it, in proper ſpeaking, that denomi- 


nates us Men, and entitles us to the Honour of our 


dignificd Natures, but reaſonable A&ions, flowing 
from a well informed Judgment, and managed with 
Wiſdom and Diſcretion, Actions that have a natural 
Tendency to promote the Glory of God, our own 
Good, and the Happineſs of our Fellow-creatures, 
whom we are bound to love and reſpect. Theſe arc 
the only ſufficient Proots of an intelligent Being. And 
fince it is evidently our Province (my Brethren) to 
engage Men to ſuch virtuous Actions, to approve them- 
ſelves Men, let us, in ſpeaking to them, conſider them 
as Men, that ſo far as this Argument will have 
Weight with them, we may improve it 2 

| e 
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We are furniſh'd, < true, with many other co= 
gent and perſuaſive Arguments beſides this, to induce 
and conſtrain Man to enter upon a Lite of Faith and 
Holineſs . upon it, taken from the Goodneſs 
of God manifeſted in a maſt ſurpriſing and aſtoniſhing 
Manner to periſhing Sinners; the Love of a Redeemer, 
who loved us and gave himſelf for us, died the Fuſt for 
the unjuſt; and which is the Reſult of both theſe, 4 
heavenly Kingdom in reſerve for us, where etefnal Peace 
and Love, Joy and Gladneſs, Order and Harmony ſhall 
take Place, and Glory in Perfe&ion reign triumph- 
ant; in which happy Place we ſhall receive Beauty - fof 
Aﬀſhes, the Oil of Foy for Mourning, and the Garmoiits 
of Praiſe for the Spirit of Heavineſs, Theſc, yea all 


_ theſe; are conſtraining Arguments that have had Weight, 
and will have Influence upon reaſonable Beings, till Time 


ſhall ceaſe, and be ſwallowed up in Eternity; I mean 
ſo long as they continue to act as ſuch. But with theſe, 
and together with them, let us ever improve the Dig- 
nity of Mens Natures, as a powerful and pteffirig Argu- 
ment to oblige them to a manly and Chriſtian Deport- 
ment; for ſo long as they aſſume the Name, we have 
Hold of them ſome Way by the Dignity of their Na- 
tures, and may warrantably, and with promiſin Suc- 
ceſs, urge them from thence, to walk worthy of theit 
Name, and diitmguifhing Place in the Creation; 
Unto you O Men I call (ſays the Preacher) and my 
Voice is to the Sons of Men, Pro. viii. 4. 

Nay, rather than loſe the, Man, fo long as we 
can poſſibly keep Hold of him, let us bring him and 
fix him to his reaſonable Service, by a Thing that 
is ſome Way connected with the Dignity of his ratio - 


nal Nature; I mean Shame, which God, a Being of 


infinite Wiſdom, has implanted, and deeply ingraven 
into his Nature, to be a Barrier or ſtrong Preſervative 
from Vice and Wickedneſs. And if fo be they bap® 
pen to forget, that they are Men (as alas too £00 


many do) pray let us ſend them back, as it were, to 


put 


( 28 ) 
put on again their diſtinguiſhing Badge of Honour. He 
Bath ſbewed thee, O Man, ( fays the Prophet) what is 
god; aud what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do 
juſtly, and t0 love Mercy, and to walk humbly with thy 
God, Micah vi. 3. Hete is your Duty, this is your Ser- 
vite appointed you by an infinitely wife and good Be- 
ing, who is Lord over you; and it is evidently a reaſo- 
nable Service, and will you needs negle& it to turm a- 
fide into crooked Paths, into thoſe Ways that lead 
down to the Chambers of Death ? Be aſtoniſh'd at this 
ye Heavens! And bluſh thou glorions Sun in the Fir- 
mament at it, which never declines from his appointed 
Courſe ! Shall the Ox know his Owner, and the dull 
and ſtupid Aſs his Maſter's Crib > And ſhall Man, 
a Creature form'd after the Image of his God, and un- 
der ſuch endearing Obligations to him for his dignify'd 
Place in the Creation, forget his God, the God 
of Love, and caſt his Laws behind him, that are evi- 
dently holy, juſt- and good? Is this to act as 
Men, that were made for the Pleaſures of Religion in 
this Life, and the more perfe& and confummate Joys 
of it in the future and ſucceeding one? In this your 
unworthy Choice, to ſay no leſs, you ſhame the Man, 
and ſhould never, never, mention that Name, or take 
it up in your Lips, till 2 are more deſerving of it. 
Pardon me in this; I ſpeak it to your Shame, and to 
put you to an open Shame, that henceforth you may 
renounce the hidden Things of Diſhoneity, that the 
Shame of your Nakedneſs may no longer appear; the 
Night is far ſpent, and the Day is at Hand; the Day 
of eternal Light and Glory, in which all good and 


| pious Men fhalt ſhine with a beautiful Luſtre, in the 


ingdom of their Father, ſhine there in his Preſence 
for ever and ever: Pray then caſt off the Works of 
Darkneſs, and put you on the Armour of Light. 
Ik it be a Shame, as the Apoſtle has ir elſewhere, 
for a Woman to want her proper Ornaments, or for 
2 Man to have long Hair, tho there is nothing 2 


2 . 


but only indecent in all this; how mueli more ſhame? 
fal muſt ir be for a Man that has a Soul to be faved, . 
to negleR it, and live like the Beaſts that periſh ? For a 
Man that has Reaſon to guide his Way with Diſcreti- 
on, to act like the Horſe or Mule that have no Un- 
derſtanding; for a Man who has an heaven- born Soul, 
to take up with the periſhing Enjoyments, the vain 
Amuſements, and tranſient Pleaſures of this World, 
which are but for a Seaſon, and at beſt are but Vanity 
and Vexation of Spirit > In a Word, is it not a 
Shame, nay Shame with a Witneſs, for a Man that is 
a Chriſtian, who is favoured with the  Knoweldge 
of Salvation, through the tender Mercies of our God, 
wherewith the Day ſpring from on High has viſited us; 
yet after that to live in Ignorance and Wickedneſs, 
in Chambering and Wantonneſs, in Gluttony and 
Drunkenneſs, in Lying and, fraudulent Dealing, in 
_ Swearing, Curſing and Stealing, in Hatred, Malice 
and Envy; and in ſhort, in all the dark and gloomy 
Paths of Diſorder and Confuſion, and every evil Work! 
Is it not a Shame for Men that profeſs themſelves to 
be Chriſtians, to work Wickedneſs with Greedineſs, 
and put the very Heathens and Pagans to the bluſh, by 
their Manner of Life? Why, theſe your Ways are your 
Shame, and if you will needs perſiſt in them, they will 
ere long fill your Faces with Shame and everlaſting Con- 
tempt. Thus, let us, my dear Brethren, purſue the wick- 
ed Man with Shame, taken from their dignified Natures, 
and fill their Faces with it, till they ſeek God's Name, 
and walk worthy of their own, as wiſe Men, the Name 
by which they are called. O magnify the Lord with 
me, and let us exalt bis Name together. But further, 
atbly, To addreſs our People as Men, as wiſe Men, 
has this evident Advantage attending it, that hereby 
they will the better remember what is deliver'd unto 
them by us, when the ſeveral Parts of a Diſcourſc hang 
together in a clear and cloſs Chain, and have a na- 


tural Dependence one upon another ; this is not uy 
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of Advantage to the Judgment to fix its Attention td 
what is ſaid, which is abſolutely neceſſary to the having 
of them rightly inform'd ; but further is of ſpecial Uſe- 
fullneſs likewiſe to the Memory in recollecting of Things, 
and calling them to Remembrance afterwards ; becauſe 
one Part of a well digeſted and connected Diſcourſe 
will (like a Clew in a Labyrinth) lead Men on to ano- 
ther; and thus, if we can but remember one Part of it, 
that one will bring many others again to Mind. And 
conſequently, if it is our Intention in ſpeaking Things 
to our People, that they may be remembred by them, 
and dwell richly in them in all Wiſdom and Under- 
ſtanding, to make tlie Man of God perfect, throughly 


. furniſhed unto every good Word and Work (which 


every one muſt grant; ) This very Thing ſhould com- 
mend a rational Way of teaching unto us. Nor will 


our Audience be the only Perſons who ſhall reap con- 
ſiderable Improvement by this: For, 


- 
— 


Such a Method of ranging our Sermons will be of 
no {mall Benefit to our ſelves likewiſe, both in the com- 
poſing of them, and fixing of them in our Memories, 
as a Nail in a ſure Place, and conſequently make us at 
once more ready and accurate, more exact and pointed 
in delivering ot them to our People, which, as every 
one knows, does greatly add to the Beauty and Excel- 
lency of any Diſcourſe, whatever be the Subject of 
2 it either civil or religious, moral or political. 
ay, 1 N 3 

Such a Method as this will be of ſingular A dvan- 
tage to us, the Miniſters of the Goſpel, in form ing our 
Sermons for the Publick; for he who handles and con- 
ſiders his Subject, in a rational Way, one Thing will 
naturally lead his Thoughts to another, and ſo on 
till the Subject be ſome Way exhauſted, and placed in 
a proper Light, for his Audience to receive it, and 
view it with Pleaſure and Advantage, like a regulat 
Building, where every Thing being placed in its due 
Order, becomes not only charming to the * 
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but does greatly aſſiſt them afterwads to remember 
it at Pleaſure; or like a Mariner at Sea, who ſails by 
his Compaſs, and, by Means of it, diſpatches his in- 
tended Voyage with greater Pleaſure and Safety to him- 
ſelf, and more ſucceſsfully than he could poſſibly have 
done without it. "IR 

* Whereas on the other Hand, the Man who princi- 
cipally aims in his Diſcourſes, to gather up {ome pretty 
Sentences or beautiful Expreſſions, to garniſh, or illuſt- 
rate his Subje& ( like ſo many Flowers in a Garden ) 
without any cloſs Connexion, will be very much at a 
Loſs many 'Times, both in finding them out, or at leaſt to 
know which of them to put down firſt, when it ſo hap- 
pens that they croud in themſelves upon his Mind. 
And thus, like an unskiltul Builder, he knows not which 
of his Matterials to take firſt ; or, like a Man in a. 
Wood full of Trees, ſoon bewilders himſelf. And thus, 
after much Fatigue and 'Toil, in laying a great many 
Things together, let them be ever ſo pretty in them- 
ſelves, in regard there is but little or no Connection a- 
mongſt them, they may well tickle Mens Ears, like 4 
tinkling Cymbol or ſounding Braſs, they will never 
pleaſe a judicious Hearer, or profit others, that may 
poſſibly like them, to their proper Edification. | 

Beſides, ſuch a Method of Inſtruction as this, to ſay 
no leſs, is not a proper one to eſtabliſh any Man in the 
Grounds and Principles of our holy Chriſtian Religion, 
and convince them that it is come from God, and e- 
very Way worthy of him, or enable them in a rational 
Way to contend by Argument for the Faith which 
was once delivered to the Saints; and therefore, as it 
ought to be our great Concern to pleaſe our People, 
and only to pleaſe them to their Edification, and this 
that I have mention'd being the moſt proper and 
promiſing Method to do it by, let us mind it, and ob- 
ſerve it. Nay, 

This will afford us the moſt ſolid Sat ĩsfaction, when 


we come to review and read over the Sermons we have 
preached 


* 
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preached to our People. How will it pleaſe us, upon 


an imparrial Scrutiny unto them, to find that they 
have been rational and convincing ? to find that 
Truths and Doctrines have been candidly examined 
by us, to place them in a proper Light tor our People, 


that they might receive them with Safety and Satiſ- 


faction, as being true and faithful Sayings, and that 
we have delivered nothing to them, that any good and 


pious Man need to be aſhamed of? Thus the A poſtle 


ſpeaks of himſelf, x Cor. ii. 4, 5. My Speech and my 
Preaching was not with enticing Words of Man's Wiſ- 
dom, but in Demonſtration of the Spirit and of Power, 


that your Faith ſhould not ſtand in the Wiſdom of Men, 


but in the Power of God. This is the Way that any 
prudent and thinking Man will readily take to ſatisfy 
himſelf of the Truth and Excellency of that Rcligion 
which he profeſſeth to believe, and by which he hopes 
to be ſaved at laſt, And is it poſſible then to give into 
a better Method to ſatisty others concerning it? 1 pre- 


ſame we cannot. 


And withal, ſuch a Method as this now mention'd 
will be of no ſmall Advantage to us likewiſe in com- 
mitting our Sermons to Memory, and trealuring them 
up there, to be ready for us afterwards upon all proper 
Occaſions ; which is a Conſideration thar deſerves our 
Regard, eſpecially ſince the beſt and moſt enlarged of 
them are fo weak and frail at preſent, that they do need 
the A ſſiſtance of every Thing that can be of any Man- 
ner of Uſe unto them. Thus I have in a few Parti- 
culars eſtabliſhed and confirmed the Truth of our 
Obſervation from the Text, and ſnewed you ſome of 
the many Advantages attending it. ; 

It now remains, that I deduce a few practical Infe- 
rences from what has been ſaid. And Firſt, For our 


| Inftru&ion, who have it in Commiſſion to preach the 


Goſpel of Chriſt to others: And net, For the People, 
who are our Hearers. a. 
D 2 | In 


| | 28 

In the firft Place, ' Allow me my Reverend Fa- 
thers and Brethren, with all the Diſcretion that be- 
comes my Standing in the Miniſtry, and yet with all 
the Boldneſs and Freedom that pertains to my ſacred 
Function, to improve what has been ſaid for our In- 
ſtruction, in a few Particulars, | 

And 1. Is it our Duty to addreſs our People as 


Men, as wiſe Men ; and is this the beſt and moſt 


roper Method we can take to inſtru& and edify them? 

hen hence we may obſerve this much, that no Man 
has any juſt Cauſe ro condemn or declaim againſt 
Reaſon, much leſs any Miniſter of Chriſt; nor will 
any wiſe Man do it, z. e. who conſiders well before 
Hand, and duly adverts to what he ſpeaks : For it 1s 
Reaſon, the having and exerciſing of it, that makes us 
capable to ſpeak as wiſe Men, and to our People as 
ſuch ; and is it, or can it in any juſt Senſe be reckoned 
a Diſparagement, or accounted a Detriment either to 
them or us to be called Men, or to act as wiſe Men ? 
Nay,. what is it, in proper Speaking, that makes one 
Man, or ſome Nations, ſo much to excel many others of 
them in Knowledge and Wiſdom, in Arts and Sciences, 
but the cultivating and. improving of that noble Fa- 
culry to better Purpoſe : Their Natures are the ſame, 
their Souls are alike ; but as Grounds improven or ne- 
glected, tho in themſelves equally good, will make a 
very conſiderable Difference betwixt them, ſo is it 
evidently in this Caſe. What Occaſion then has any 
Man to decry Reaſon, ſince it is that very Thing, which 
conſtitutes us Men, that qualifies us for Company and 
Converſe with them ; and the proper Improvement of 


which makes one Man, in the ſame Nation or Family, 


ſo much to excel many others around him. And 
beſides, when through any Accident or Diſeaſe we 
core to be deprived of the Exerciſe of it, is it not, alas, 
too too evident, that we fall into a moſt miſerable 
Condition, and become the proper Objects of Pity aud 
Compaſſion to every ane that beholds us? Nay, 
ann | * 
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Such and ſo many are the Benefits we have by our 
Reaſon, as a diſtinguiſhing Gitt of God to Mankind, 
that they cannot be recounted by us. It is owing, no 
doubt, to our reaſonable Powers that we can look 
up to thoſe Heavens above us, and ſurvey them with 
the utmoſt Pleaſure, or caſt out Eyes abroad, and con- 
template the ſpacious Tra&s of Land and Seas about 
us, and obſerve in all and every one of theſe ſtupendu- 
ous Works, the Wiſdom, the Power and Goodneſs of 
God ; the Workmanſhip I ſay of a Being, who is 
wonderful in Counſel, and excellent in working, Had 
we not Reaſon to diſcern his eternal Power and God- 
head, in the viſible Frame of the ſurrounding Creation, 
the Heavens above us, and other Parts of the vaſtly 
extended Univerſe, could never declare unto us, as 
they do, the Glory of God, and convince us, that he 


who built all Things is God But what do I ſay, 


It is Reaſon, even in our fallen and benighted State, 
call it wretched, or by whatever Name Men pleaſe, 
that renders us capable of Religion, and the exalted 
Pleaſures of it. And what is Religion pray ? if we 
would but form to our ſelves a clear and juſt Notion 


of it, but Mens living according to the Dictates of 


Reaſon, enlightned, directed and influenced by a Di- 
vine Revelation from God the Fountain of Light and 
Truth. Hence it is called by our Apoſtle, A reaſon- 
able Service, Rom. xii. 1. and very juſtly, being 
adapted to our reaſonable Natures, and cultivated by 
an infinitely wiſe Governor to perfect our Natures, and 
romote their true and laſting Felicity. | 

What Occaſion therefore has any Man to diſparage 
Reaſon ? Shall we do it, let me ſuppoſe, to exalt Di- 
vine Revelation, and eſtabliſh the Neceſſity of it? We 
need not; for whoever conſiders Things aright, will 
evidently ſee that theſe two are nowiſe oppoſite to one 


another. Revelation is a Guide to our Reaſon, to en- 
lighten our Minds in the Knowledge of God, and the 


Way to Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt ; and *cis our Rea- 
| ſon 
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ſon that renders us capable of receiving and embracing 


this Divine Revelation. That we need ſuch a Revela- 


tion is evident; and that we have it, (bleſſed be God 
for it) is no leſs certain. But then it is no leſs true, 
that we muſt imploy our Reaſon, to aſſure us, that 
what is ſo called comes from God; and when in the 
Exerciſe of our Reaſon, we have fully ſatisfied our 
ſelves upon the proper Proofs and Evidences ſet before 
us, that it is really ſuch, and hereby ſecur'd our ſelves 
from Cheats and Impoſtors, our Reaſon is till of 
Uſe to us to underſtand it; nay, without this, in ſhort 
it could be of no Manner of Uſe to us, more than it 
1s to the Beaſts which periſh. 

| To conclude this Head, No Man by any Thing he 
can poſſibly advance againſt this precious and valuable, 
nay, ineſtimable Gift of God to Mankind, can explode 
it; for it he ſpeaks to the Point, and argues juſtly, he 
manifeſtly eſtabliſnes it: But if not, and from what 
has been ſaid it is evident he cannot do it, then no 
wiſe Man will regard it. My Brethren, ſince we are 
here directed to ſpeak to our Hearers as wiſe Men, let 


us beware of declaiming againſt that precious Gift of 


God, that renders us capable of ſpeaking to them as 

2. Are we directed to ſpeak to our Hearers as wiſe 
Men ? Why then, let us ſhow our ſelves Men, Men 
of Judgment and Underſtanding ; for he, whoſe Pro- 
vince it is to ſpeak to wiſe Men, muſt not himſelf be 
either a Fool or a Novice, that the Miniſtry be not 
blam'd, or brought into Contempt. Our facred 
Function requires a conſiderable Meaſure of folid Judg- 
ment and true Diſcernment, to diſcharge it to Purpole. 
If in any Office Judgment is neceſſary to manage it to 
Advanage much more ſurely in this, in which the 
Glory of God, the Honour of the Redeemer, and Sal- 
vation of Mens Souls, are ſo ncarly concerned; and 


therefore the Man of God had need to be perfect, -” 
| r 
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to the Ditch; and therefore, ſince we are 


CF. 

far as poſſibly he can attain ir, and throng bly furniſhed 
auto every good Work, that he may be apt to teach. 

Now all Teaching evidently ſuppoſes the Knowledge 
of that which they are to communicate or impart to 
others, at leaſt it requires it ; for how can any Man 
pretend to teach others the Knowledge of that, where- 
of he himſelf is groſly ignorant? This would be juſt 
as good Senſe, as if one blind Man ſhould offer to 
lead another, whereby both of them muſt needs fall in- 


of God to be Guides to others, in the Way to cternal 
Happineſs, it concerns us, you ſee, to be full of Light 
and Knowledge, particularly and eſpecially of the holy 
Scriptures, that from thence we may ſhew them the 
Way to Life, and lead them in the Way i 
that from thence we may be furniſhed to feed the Flock 
of Chriſt, -which he hath purchaſed with his own 
Blood, and give to every one of them their Portion of 
Meat in due Scaſon, and ſpeak a Word in Seafun to 
them. | | | 
And as all true Knowledge is acquired by us in 
this preſent State of Things with much Care and Toil, 
Labour and Diligence, Searching and Digging, or 
herein as much as in any Thing elſe, the Hand of the 
Diligent maketh rich; let us therefore, my Brethren, 
give all true Pains to be well acquainted with the whole 
Wil! ot God revealed to us in the holy Scriptures, that 
it may dwell richly in us in all Wiſdom and Underſtand- 
ing; for this muſt be a Lamp to our Feet, aud « Light 
to our Path. This is what we are called to explain ro 
our People, that, they may diſcern the Things that 
diftcr, and approve the Things which are excellent ; 
and, as was hinted before, we cannot pretend to do 
It to them, unleſs we our ſelves underſtand it: Here- 
in therefore, let us ſhew our felves to be Men of Judg- 
ment, Men that can obſerve and take up the Spirit and 
Defign of a Parable or proverbial Saying, (of which 
there are many in the facred Writings) and any” 44-4 
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| 1 
ſtretch them to eſtabliſh Points that are foreign. ts 
them. Men that can diſcern a figurative Expreſſion 
from a literal one, (of which there are not a few in 
the ſacred Volumes) and know how to give it its true 
and proper Import ; Men who make a proper Di- 
ſtinction betwixt a poetical Bock (of which there are 
ſeverals in our Bibles) and one that is written in a 
more eaſy and obvious Stile. In the firſt, as every one 
knows there are many Flights of Language and lofty 
Expreſſions to beautify the Poem, that muſt be con- 
ſidered with Judgment and proper Allowances 
whereas in the laſt, every Thing in the Language is 
more plain and ſimple, and leſs liable to lead us into 
Miſtakes. Men that are ſome Way acquainted with 
the ancient Cuſtoms of thoſe Times in which the Scrip- 
tures were written, to which there are frequent Al- 
luſions in ſacred Writ. And foraſmuch as God (in 
his kind Providence) has favoured us in thoſe Days 
with many excellent Helps to underſtand theſe Things, 
let us give all Diligence to improve them accordingly, 
that we may go before our People in the Way of Un- 
derſtanding, and not like Children play with Words, 
and offer to explain them, before we know the Mean- 
ing of them ; for this, and the not adverting to it, has 
made ſeveral Teachers to ſpeak inconſiſtently with 
themſelves at Times, and no leſs ſo with the {acred 
Oracles. | | 
And withal, let us give Proof that we are wiſe, Men; 
Men who are well acquainted with the Truths and 
Doctrines, the Laws and Statutes, the Privileges and 
Promiſes of the Goſpel ; and, in one Word, with the 
Spirit and Life, the noble Deſign and Intendment of 
our holy Chriſt ian Religion throughout, the Religion 
taught us by the bleſſed Jeſus, the eternal and well- 
beloved Son of God, who taught as never Man taught: 
A Relig ion that tcacheth us, and giveth us Occaſion 
to teach others, that denying Ungodlineſs and worldly 
Luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly and godly 1 
| 1918 
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this preſent World : Looking for that bleſſed Hope, and 
the glorious appearing of the great God, and our Saui- 
our Feſus Chriſt, who gave himſelf for us, that he 
might redeem us from all Iniquity, and purify untò him- 
ſelf a peculiar People Zealous of good Works. Theſe 
Things, my Brethren, let us ſpeak and exbort, and 
rebuke with all Authority; and bleſſed ſhall that Ser- 


want be, who, when bis Lord cometh, he ſhall find fo 


doing, for they ſhall enter into the Foy of their Lord and 
Maſter, and be for ever with the Cord 
3. Are we to inſtru& our People as Men, as wiſe 
Men? Then let us who are Teachers of others ſhew our 
ſelves wiſe Men too, that is, live and act as ſuch; be 
that winneth Souls is wiſe : And ſince this is evidently 
our Province, who are placed in the Church by the 
great and chict Shepherd to watch for Mens Souls, as 
they that muſt give Account; let us mind it, that we 
may do it with Foy, and not with Grief. | 
And foraſmuch as the wiſe and regular, pious and holy, 
prudetit and upright, loving and chriſtian Deportment 
of a Miniſter, is one Thing that is of ſpecial Uſetul- 
neſs, and has great Influence upon his People to engage 
them to walk as becometh the Goſpel: Let us, my 
dear Brethren, as we wiſh the Succeſs of the Goſpel a- 
mongſt our People in the Salyation of their Souls, 1 
ſay, let us, in the whole of our Miniſtry, ſhew that 
we are Men of God, and be good Examples ot the 
Believers, in Word, in Converſation, in Charity, in 
Spirit, in Faith, in Purity; this, this, through the 
Bleſſing of God, will give Life and Spirit to our Ser- 
mons, and ſet them home upon the Conſciences of our 


People with ſingular Advantage. Nay, unleſs our Lives 


correſpond with our Sermons, and both be directed to 
adorn the Doctrine of God our Saviour, we can net- 
their expect to be ſucceſsful in the Work of the Lord, 
nor found fa ĩithſul at laſt ; and conſequently muſt loſe 
our own Souls, and be juſtly chargeable with the Blood 
of many others, — dns muſt heighten - 

1. 
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Miſery and Anguiſh in the 4 1 State, beyond that of 
other Men, who had no ſuch Charge committed to them. 

We ſerve a good Maſter, the glorious and ever re- 
nouned Captain of our Salvation, the Firſt-born and 
Heir of all Things, one in whom all Fulneſs dwells; 
who therefore can, and has graciouſly promis'd that he 
will reward our Services of Love, in promoting his Honour 
and Glory in the World, and we are engag'd in a 
good Work, the Salvation of Mens Souls; let us 
therefore ſtudy, by all Means, to be faithful to both, 
that we may (ave our own Souls at laſt, and have many 
to be our Crown of Rejoicing in the Day of the Lord, 
for they that turn many to Righteouſneſs ſhall ſhine as 
the Stars for ever and ever, and receive 4 Croun of 
Righteouſneſs from their righteous Lord, who lo veth 
Righteouſneſs ; and thus our Labours ſhall not be in vain 
in the Lord. If any Man ſerve me (fays Chriſt) him 
will my Father honour, John xii. 26. And | 

Laſtly, Are we directed to ſpeak to our People as 
wiſe Men, then it greatly imports us, who have under- 
taken this Office, to excel in Wiſdom, for this is pro- 
fitable ' to direct: And ſince we are Men, Men of 
Yeſterday, and know but little, Men of like Paſſions 
and Infirmities, and ſubjected by the Curſe of a broken 
Law, to the ſame Weakneſſes and Frailties of human 
Nature with others; it is evident to a Demonſtration, 
that we need the Wiſdom from above to inſtruc us to 
win Souls to Chriſt, and eſpouſe them to this bleſſed 
Bridegroom of Souls, as chaſte Virgins. Let us there- 
fore, and tor this Purpoſe, trequently and fervently ap- 
ply ourſelves to God the Fountain of Wiſdom and 
Knowledge, that in his Light we may ſee Light, to 
guide us into all Truth. If any of you lack Wiſdom 
(lays James, and who of us does not) let him ast of 
God, that giveth to all Men liberally, and upbraideth 
not, and it ſhall be given him. And ſince our gracious 
God has promis'd to give this much liberally to other 
Men, upon their ſincere Application to him faq it, he 
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. 5, 
will not be wanting ſurely to give it to the Miniſters 
of-Chriſt, when they cry to him for it; for he knows our 
Frame, the Importance of our Work, and that we of 


our ſelves are inſufficient for it. Whatever ye ſhall ask 


the Father in 75 Name (ſays Chriſt) he will give it 


you; ask and ye ſhall receive, that your Foy may be full, 
John xvi. 23, 24. He that loved us, and gave bim- 
felf for us, loved us, and hath ſent us upon this 
Errand, will aſſuredly ſupply our Wants out of his 
Fullneſs, according to his Riches in Glory by Jeſus 
Chriſt. Let this then be one of our Petitions and Requeſts 
at the Throne of Grace, that the God of all Grace would 
bleſs us, and enrich our Minds with heavenly and Di- 
vine Wiſdom to direct us in every Part of our miniſte- 
rial Function. And may God even our God, whoſe we 
are; and are bound to ſerve, bleſs us with it, and with all 
ot her ſpiritual Bleſſings. in heavenly Places in Chriſt 
Feſus, that out of his Fuli.eſs we may receive, aud 
Grace for Grace. | e 

I come now in the laſt Place to ſpeak a few Things 
to you who are my Hearers. And, "I | 

Firſt, Do we ſpeak to you as Men, it is that you 
may live as ſuch, as Men, and not like Beaſts. Your 
dignified Natures make you capable of thoſe manly 
and rational Pleaſures, to which the inſerior Creation, 
the many Claſſes of Beings below you, are utter 
Strangers. It is ſurely a Shame and Diſgrace tor you 


then to ſeek, or place your chict Happineſs in thoſe 


ſenſual Pleaſures that ly in common, as it were, be- 
twixt us, and in which, as it is commonly ſuppoſed, 
they find more Pleaſure than Men can mcet with in 
them. I (ay, Is it not a Shame for you that are Men, 
to walk and wallow in the Luſts of the Fleſh, like the 
Beaſts that periſh, like the Sow in the Mire ? What 


ſhall their higheſt Pleaſures be yours too, who arc 


bora for higher, more excellent and exalted ones, 
created of Purpoſe to purſue after a Happineſs of ano- 


ther Nature, a Happineſs ſuited ro your rational Na- 
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tures, and laſting and abiding as your Souls are? My 
Brethren, nay, 1 recal the Name, and diſdain the Re- 
lation, for it you will needs live like Beaſts, it is pro- 
per, methinks, you ſhould aſſociate your ſelves with 

xem, that we may look upon you as ſuch. But tho' 
thus ſpeak, I hope better Things ot you, and that 
you will, however late, ſhew your (elves Men, Men 
of true Senſe and ſolid Judgment; Men, who are firm- 
ly reſolved, thro the Gaace of God, to employ your 
rational Faculties to diſcern the Things that differ, 
that henceforth you may approve the Things that are 
excellent; unto you O Men do I call this Day, O taſte and 
les that God is good, taſte and try the Pleaſures of true 
Religion. And you have the Preacher's Word for it, 
that #iſdom's Ways are Ways of Pleaſautneſs, and all 
ber Paths are Peace; yea mark the perfect Man, and 
bebold the Upright, for the latter End of that Man is 
Peace. But further, | : he 
In the laſt Place, and I conclude with it, Do we 
ſpeak to you as Men, as wiſe Men, it is that you may 
excite, and rouſe up the Powers of your Mind, and 
quit your ſelves like Men, Men that have a juſt Re- 
gard to the Salvation of your immortal Spirits. You . 
have Judgments, my Brethren, capable of vaſt Im- 
provements, pray then improve them to the Purpoſes 
of Religion, and work out your Salvation with Fear 
and trembling. Acquaint your ſelves with God, that 
you may follow him as dear Children ; grow in the 
Knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, that you may live as he 
he did, and copy alter his perfect Example; lay hold 
on eternal Life as the Gift of God through Jeſus 
Chriſt, that you may live for ever and ever; continue 
patient in well doing, ſecking for Glory, Honour and 

mmortality, that at laſt you may inherit eternal Life. 
Nw unto bim that is able to keep you from falliug, and 
zo preſent you faultleſs before the Preſence of bis Glory 
with exceeding Jay; to the only wiſe God our Saviour, 
be Glory aud Majeſty, Dominion and Power both now 
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SERMON II. 
Of the Happineſs of God. 


R 0M, i. 25 . 
Ahe Creator, who is bleſſed for ever. 


HA chere is a God, the Former of all 
Things, is a Truth ſo plain and evi- 
dent, that every reaſonable and intelli- 
gent Creature may readily obſerve it : 
For the inviſible Things of him from 
| the Creation of the World are clearly 
ſeen, being underftood by the Things that are made, 
even bis eternal Power aud Godhead ; ſo that they 
who ate ignorant of him are without Excuſe. Thus the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks Ver. 20. And indeed no Man, in the 
Uſe of his Reaſon and natural Faculties, can fail to diſ- 
cern this Foundation-truth of all Religion, but by 
continuing under ſuch unreaſonable Prejudices, or aban- 
doning himſelf to ſuch ſtupid Neglect as is capable of 
ho Excuſe, | | | | 
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And, as he that cometh oO God, which is the 
indiſpenſible Duty of every reaſonable Creature, muſk 
believe that he is; ſo next to this, it is proper and 
neceflary for us to examine, with all poſſible Diligence, 


. what Kind of Being he is, that being made acquaint- 


ed, in ſome meaſure, with his Nature aud Perfections, 
we may know aſſuredly that he is One, who, in all va- 
luable Reſpects, juſtly challenges, and well deſeryes 


ol religious Worſhip and Adoration,' and according- 


ly apply our ſelves to ſerve him in Holineſs and Righte- 
ouſneſs before him all the Days of our Lives, ſerve him 
with perfe& Hearts and willing Minds, which is a 
Thing neceſſary to render our Services acceptable to him 
through Jeſus Chriſt. | | 
And tor our Eacopragement and Afſiſtance hereip, 


our Apoſtle, in the Words of my Text, gives us a ſhort, 


but amiable and exalted Idea of our Almighty Creator, 
by acquainting us that he is bleſſed for ever, bleſſed, 
tor ever bleſſed, i. e. One perte&ly ſo, and wheſe Hap- 
pineſs ſhall have no End. 

I ſhall not at preſent, that I may ſave Time, trace 
the Connexion of theſe Words from the preceeding 
Verſes, but conſider them as an entire Propoſit ion by 
themſelves. | 
And in diſcourſing on them, what I intend, God 
willing, is, I. To conſider wherein the Happineſs 
of our Creator conſiſts, upon which Account he is 
called blcſltd, 8 | * 

II. Io ſhew you that he ſhall continue bleſſed for 
ever. And then | | 

III. Deduce ſome Inferences from both theſe, for 


our Inſtruction and Practice. 


I. I am to conſider wherein the Happineſs of our 
Creator conſiſts, upon which Account he is here in my 
Text, and juſtly, deſign'd bleſſed ; who is bleſſed, ſays 
our Apoltle. 

This is a Subject, as every one preſent may obſerve, 
that deſerves to be treated with a great deal of Cau- 

tion 


— 


r 

tion and Circumſpection: bob as nothing is more 
evident than the Being or Exiſtence of God, becauſe 
the whole Frame of Nature ſheweth forth his Handy- 
work; ſo upon the other Hand, it is no leſs certain, 
that there is nothing that any Man can either think or 
ſpeak of, which is more difficult to explain, than what 
he is, becauſe he dwelleth in the Light which no Man 
can approach into, whom no Man hath ſeen, nor can 
ſee; however, this much is here aſſerted of him in the 
general that he is bleſſed, that is, perfectly and com- 
pleatly ſo. And my Buſineſs at preſent ſhall be mo- 
deſtly to enquire wherein it conſiſts ; and this, as I take 
it, and as the Scriptures repreſent it to us, lies Chiefly 
in theſe two Particulars | SM 
- Firſt, That our glorious and Almighty Creator is 
neceſſarily poſſeſs'd of all poſſible and deſirable Perfe&i- 
ons, ſuch as almighty Power, infinite Wiſdom, im- 
menſe Goodneſs, unſpotted Purity, perfect Juſtice, e- 
ternal ' Truth and Veracity ; all which, to name no 
more, are neceſſarily inherent in his Nature, and one 
with it. Thus the ſacred Writings deſcribe him to us, 
and thus much is evident to Reaſon, at leaſt aſſiſted by 
Divine Revelation. | . 
Now, one who is thus poſſeſs'd of every deſirable 
Perfection, and that in ſuch an exalted Degree, that 
there can be no poſſible Addition made unto any one 
of them, cannot fail to be perfectly and compleatly 
bleſſed in himſelf. When he contemplates his own melt . 
excellent Nature, incomprehenſible to us, he muſt of 
Neceſſity enjoy infinite Satisfaction; for to menticn 
no more, his infinite Knowledge and Wiſdom can 
readily find out, and his mighty Power, that is irre- 
ſiſtible, command whatever can poſſibly miniſter De- 
light unto him; and thus in ſhort, from his ewn mcſt 
bleſſed Nature and glorious Perfections there ariſeth 
neceſſarily a never - failing Source of perfect and con- 

ſumate Happineſs unto him. But then 
e 20hy, 
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2d, As the AF. of our almighty Parent docs, 
amd muſt flow from the infinite Perfections of his Na- 
ture, fo I humbly! concave it muſt likewiſe ariſe from 
the wiſe, proper and active Exerciſe of theſe his Per- 
. feRions ; that is, in plain ſpoaking, I can never form; a 
| Notion of God, as delight ing himſelf in bis glotious 
Perſections, but by ſome Idea or Model in his Mind 
of what he knows he is capable, or intends to 
by them. I readily grant that a Being, who is infinite 
in Knowledgo and Wiſdom, as God is, to whom no- 
thing tan be hid, muſt for certain be conſcious, or ful- 
ty ſchable that there is no Manner of Indigency or Im- 
Perfection in him, as to any of his. Perfections, even 
previous to his Acting as a Creator, which is a Proof 
of it. - But then, to ſpeak it with Modeſty, his great 
Delight, with Reſpect to any of thoſe Perfections tſſen- 
tially inherent in his moſt bleſſed: Nature, as I take it, 
— at leaſt in a conſiderable Meaſure, ariſe from a 
clear View and diſtin& Idea in his all- lightſome and 
ehenſive Mind of what he can ce by theſe, 
whether he ſees it meet to proceed further than this 
yea or not. For . 
To ſuppoſe, as ſome have done, that the Happineſs 

of God does flow from a fix d and permanent View of 
his adorable Perfections, and nothing beſides, yet 
herein he cannot, as I take it, be an active and ope- 
tative Being, which yet is abſolutely neceſſary, as every 
one muſt grant, in order to his being infinitely or per- 
fectly happy; and therefore, by ſuch a laſting and a- 
biding Contemplation as this, terminating upon the in- 
herent Perfections of his Nature, he muſt, in Rraſon, 
be ſuppoſed to intend ſomething more than only a naked 
Contemplation of them; and hat ſhould that be hut 
one of theſe three. As | 

_ Firſt, To know his Perfections more fully and elear- 
ly, more perfectly and diſtinctly. Or, f 
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2dly, Which follows A, find out ſome- 
theſe to be Matter of Wander and Admirati- 


on, of Solacement and Delight to himſelf, Or, . 
_ 3dly, Some one Way or other to add to his Per- 


ſections. All which Suppoſitions, as I conceive, 


evident. And 


equally falſe, and no leſs abſurd when applied, and 
trributed to the Divine Being. And for this Purpoſe; 
mall conſider each of them, that you may fee it made 


- 
; 
* 
. 


. 
* 
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Firſt, Tis moſt certain that this all-glorious Being, 


ing or prying, as it were, into the Perfettions o 


the Creator of all Things, needs not to be always yorr 


Nature, in order to know them more fully and clearly, 


more perfectly and diltin&ly, becauſe we cannot in any 
imaginary oint of Time, even betore the Creation, 
uppoſe him to be unacquainted with theſe, however 


extenſive they are in themſelves; nor is it a Thing 


poſſible for him to neglect or overlook any of the Per- 


fections of his mot bleſſed Nature. So that in ſhort; 


he muſt turn his Thoughts inward upon himſcif again 
to know what he is. This much aſſuredly can never 
happen unto him; conſequenely then he needs not ta 
contemplate or examine into his Nature or Eſſence, to 
be more fully and perfectly acquainted with it; foraſ- 


much as his 
ty perfect and compleat. And 


, 2dly, As he cannot therefore be ſaid to contemplate 
his Nature and Perfections ro know them more fully, 


ſince he knows them already to Perſection; ſo for 


the 


ſame Reaſon, let him be ſuppoſed to contemplate his 


Nature and Perfections ever ſo long, as they are inhe- 


rent in his Nature, there's nothing. new or ſurpriſing 
th t can poſſibly ariſe from thence, even to his infinite 
Mind, which yet (as I rake it) ſeems to be neceſſary 
for every intelligent or actie Being, ro afford rhcm 
full Satisfaction with their State and Condition. This 
much ſurely every one of us do find from our own Ex- 


petience at preſent; . then, ſhould we on 
* the 


- as 


pn 


owledge of himſelf was from all Eterni- | 
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the Happineſs of God wholly upon his contemplating 
| the Glories of his Nature, or place it intirely in a 
fix d and permanent View of his own eſſential Perſecti- 
ons, he could never, as I take it, upon this have anp 
the leaſt Cauſe or Occaſion of Wonder or Admiration 
in his ſo doing. No Queſtion, | | 

Upon ſuch a fixed and abiding. Contemplation, 
he has juſt Cauſe to be pleas'd with himſelf, as 
being a moſt perfect and glorious Being, the Pers 
fection of Beauty; but even granting this much, 
which is moſt certain, there is in Conſequence of this, 
no Occaſion of Wonder and Admiration here, much 
leſs to laſt and continue for ever ; becauſe, as has been 
| faid, let this Contemplation be extended or ſttetch d 
out ever ſo long, I ſhall ſuppoſe, to eternal Ages, he 
can never have any new Diſcoveries, by ſtudying or 
poring upon his Nature and Perfections; and yet one 
muſt ſay, that a fix d and continuing Contemplation 
evidently implics this much; and therefore, in proper 
ſpeaking, cannot be applied to God, however great 
and tranſcendently glorious he is. And thus, from 
what has been ſaid, you may eaſily underſtand that 
there is no Room, no Place found herein for an aRive 
Exerciſe and Operation for the Divine Underſtanding, 
becauſe the Nature and Perſections of our almighty 
Creator are always the ſame to him, and his Know- 
ledge of them fo full and perfect, that he can never in 
Reaſon be ſuppoſed to know them better. Nor can 
he again, 

In the /aft Place, be ſuppoſed to contemplate his Per- 
fect ions, in order to make an Addition to them, by ſome 
new Perfection that he had not before, or by enlarging 
and perſecting thoſe that he has already: For — of 
theſe ate evidently impoſſible to a Being, who from e- 
ternal Ages was neceſſarily poſſeſs d of all poſſible Perfecti- 
ons in che utmoſt Degree that can be. And this Ac- 
count the lily Scriptures give us of him, Pon 
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Mal. iii. 6. For I am the Lord, I change not; be is the 
fame Teſterday and to-day, aud for ever, God bleſſed 
For ever, Rom. ix. 5. Nay, 

Could it be ſuppoſed that the Divine Being ſhould 
add any new Perfection to his Nature, which he had not 
from Eternity; and neceſſarily then this new Addition 
made to his Nature, be it in leſs or more, would not 
be eſſential to it; in regard he exiſted before he had it ; 
and therefore, ſhould it be added to him afterwards, 
would evidently deſtroy the glorious Simplicity of his 
Nature; and conſequently myſt be accounted a Thing 

abſurd, for this very Reaſon. 5 
As it is abundantly evident then, that every reaſo- 
nable and intelligent Being, the Divine Being not ex- 
cepted, muſt be an active and operative One, in 
order to their being happy, agreeable to their Nature 
and Powers of Action; ſince it is not the having 
of Powers for Action, but the proper and active Exer- 
Ciſe of them that gives the exalted Pleaſure, or charming 
Delight that muſt flow from them; and withal, con- 
ſidering that the Divine Being cannot be ſaid to con- 
template his Nature and Perfections, ro know them 
more fully and perte&ly, or to diſcern new Beauties and 
Excellencies ariſing from thence, to be a never failing 
Source of Wonder and Admiration to him, or upon 

deſign to add any new Perfe&ion to his Nature, or 
perfect and enlarge thoſe which he had ſrom all Eter- 
nity, for the Reaſons juſt now mentioned ; in all which 
Things, there is no Place, you ſce, for an active Exer- 
os or Operation ef his almighty Mind. There- 
- 

Upon the whole, I readily think that the Happineſs 
of God, which, no queſtion, is in every Reſpe& perfect 
and compleat, muſt, as a moſt active and operative 
Being, ariſe, not only from that unſpeakable and incon- 
geivable Satisfaction which he has in himſelf from his 
excellent Nature and glorious Perſections, but with- 
al, and eſpecially from the active, proper and * 

2 ex 
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Exercife of theſe his weld which obliges him (to 
ſpeak it with Reverence) as a Being neceſſarily fur- 
niſh'd with the moſt — ot excellent Powers of 
Action, to conſider with himſelf how theſe his Per- 
fections ſhall be properly and agreeably employ d; for 
employ d they muſt be, in order to his m Sarif- 
faction in himſelf. But, 4 
In regard, as has been ſaid and proven, be * 
thus acively exerciſe them upon himſelf; what ſhould 
he do in this Caſe, if not to employ his infinite Mind, 
his unbourided Underſtanding from eternal Ages, in 
forming Plans of theſe many and excellent Worlds, 
together with their numerous and proper Inhabitants, 
_ afterwards, in his own good Time, he intend- 
ed, as a' Demonſtration of his immenſe Goodneſs, 
5 Wiſdom and Power to bring into Being. This, this 
was an Exerciſe proper and'equal for his infinite Per- 
fections, and every Way worthy of his exalted Na- 
ture, wherein, no Queſtion, ke had inconceivable De- 
lig ht from eternal Ages. Nor at 
Docs this, that I have aſſerted, detra& in the leaſt 
: 92 his all- ſufficient, or, it you pleaſe to call it, 
his ſelf-ſufficient Happineſs, becauſe it evidently 
ows from the proper and agreeable Exerciſe of 
his own Perfections, actixely employ'd in form- 
ing Ideas of Worlds that were not, and in giving 
them a Being afterwards, when as yet they had none 
but in his own moſt perfect Underſtanding ; in all 
which, there is nothing, you-fee, by this advancid that 
is in the leaſt inconſiſtent with the abſolute Perfection 
bo his eternally bleſſed and glorious Nature; nay, 
let me add, unleſs the Perfections of our Crea- 
tor had been thus actiyely employ d from eter- 
nal Ages, the uniyerſal' World, together with its 
numetous Inhabitants, had never been brought to exiſt 
in Time. For, 
Albeit in ſome Senſe the World and Fulneſs thereof 
flows . from God, 28 4 Being of "Good 
T ; ood- 


4 
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| Goodneſs, which is 95 . of itſelf, 
far the Benefir of others; yet, nevertheleſs, there is 
Wiſdom, Defign, and Conttivance to be obſerved in 
all and every Part of it; not only the Greatneſs of the 
Work, but likewiſe che charming Order and Harmony, 
the Beauty and Uniformity that runs through 2 
whole of it, clearly point out to us the Being and Per- 
fections of our all-glorious Creator, who ried 3 it, and 
laid the Foundations of ir. Thus the Heavens in par- 
ticular, as the devout. Pſalmiſt ſpeaks, Pſal. xix. 1. 
declare unto us the Glory of God; and the Firmament 
ſbewetb bis Handy-work. Eyer intelligent Being, as 
we all do know, muſt have a Plan or Idea in his Mind 
of what he intends to produce, if he goes but regularly 
to Work. And this ach ſcems to have been the 
Imployment of our almighty Parent from eternal 
Ages; nay, unleſs his Perfections had been thus active- 
ly imploy'd this ſtupenduous Work, 1 | 
vious to his forming of it, Fon ſee, for my Part, 
how it ſhould point out theſe to us, now that we 
have Acceſs to behold it; for it is 1 thence that 
we mult convince our felves of the Truth of them, 
obſerving, as it were, the Lineaments of theſe his Per- 
fections engraven upon every Part of the ſurrounding 
Creation, which is wonderfully and wiſely made 
throughout, to be a ſtanding and laſting Proof of his 
eternal Power and Godhead. So much then for the 
firſt Head of my Diſcourſe. 


I proceed to the Second, which was to ſhow you, 
That our Creator ſhall continue bleſſed for eqer. 

This much is fully laid down in my Text, and re- 
peated afterwards, Chap. ix. 5. And indeed this 
Truth is ſo very elear and evident, that I need not 
pc much Time to prove it; for he that was bleſſed 

eternal Ages, muſt in Reaſon continue bleſſed for 
ever : For ſhould we ſuppoſe the contrary, this mult 
be owing to one of theſe two. Either, Firf, The Want 
of Power to maintain and * himſelf j in his happy 


State : 
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State; Or, Secondly, The Want of Will to do it, 
tho he could, if he pleaſed, perpetuate the ſame : Both 
which Suppoſitions are evidenty falſe and abſurd. 

Let us ſuppoſe the irt, it is evidently falſe ; for he 


that was perfectly happy in himſeif, and whoſe Hap- 


pineſs intirely depended on himſelf from eternal Ages, 
can neyet want Power to maintain his own Happineſs 
to eternal Ages: For ſince, in this very Thing he de- 
pends upon none, for it is evidently impoſſible that 
any Being whomſoever can deprive him of it; be- 
ſides him there is no other God to do it, (there being 
but one God, and he the Creator of all Things, both 
viſible and inviſible) and the Creaures which he hath 
made can never do it; theſe, yea all ot them, they 
depend on him for their Exiſtence, and the Continu- 
ation of it, which is a convincing Proof of this, that 
he could deprive them of it at Pleaſure, becauſe it 
can require no greater Meaſure of Power to annihilate 
them, than to have created them at firſt ; and withal, 


being each of them the Workmanſhip of his Hands, 


the Effect of Power can never in Reaſon be accounted 
greater, or equal to the Cauſe of that Effect, becauſe 
this, in the very Nature of it, would not only diſturb 
and pervert, but deſtroy and quite overturn the beau- 
titul Order and Harmony of the Creation, I mean, as 
to its conſtant Dependence on God, the excellent and 
univerſal Governor of it, whoſe Kingdom ruleth over 
all, and who has a juſt Right to do it, becauſe he made 

the Nations on Earth. . | 
Aud to this let me add, That ſeeing our glorious 
Creator is One poſſeſſed of infinite Wiſdom, it is never 
to be imagined, that he would ever have imployed his 
Power to create ſuch Creatures, or ſo many ot them, 
as could in the leaſt affect his own eternal Happineſs ; 
and therefore, ſince there are no Beings, no Creatures 
in the univerſal World, but choſe which are evidently 
the Workmanſhip of his Hand; even granting they 
ſhould be ſo fooliſh as to riſe up againſt him, * is 
their 
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| bel Maker, and 240 join in Hand againſt him; 


ow ſoon could this mighty K ing, the Former of all 
Things, ſpeak to them in his Wrath, and cruſh them 
under bis Feet, as we do the Moth. Power therefore 
to ſupport him in his Happineſs, *tis evident he wants 
not. Let us. therefore come to 5 
Ihe ſecond Suppoſit ion, which places it in his Will; 
and this is equally with the other no leſs falſe and 
abſurd-; for he that is once perſectly happy, can never 
be ſuppoſed to be indifferent after that, as to the Con- 
tinuation of it, if it be but in his Power to preſerve 
and ſecure it (which as to the Creator has been proven 
already to a Demonſtration ; ) for Happineſs or intire 
Satisfaction with our Condition, is a Thing natural to 
every intelligent Being ; and when the Happineſs is, 
in all poſſible Reſpects, perfe& and complete, as it is 
with the Divine Being, he can never be ſuppoſed to be 
indifferent or remiſs about it. : | 
All Changes that flow from Deſign and Intention, 
ſuppoſe ſomething in view, that at leaſt is more 
valuable in the Perſon's Eſtimation, who wants it, than 
any Thing they have at preſent. But then, what Temp- 
tation can an infinitely perfect Being have to forego 
his Happineſs, which is confeſſedly ſo great, that, 
properly ſpeaking, no Addition, no not the leaſt, can 
ſuperadded to it. Conſequently then, as our Crea- 
tor was bleſſed from eternal Ages; for this very Rea- 
ſon he muſt continue bleſſed for ever, becauſe be is. 
God, and therefore changeth not. bs | 
It now remains in the third and laſt Place, That I 
draw a few Inferences from what has been ſaid for our 
Inſtruction and Practice. And, | | 
1. Is our Creator One neceſſarily poſſeſſed of all 
poſſible and deſirable Perfections? Then hence we may 
learn this much trom it, that there is none in Heaven or 
in Earth to be compared with him for Beauty and Ex- 
cellency, Splendor and Dignity, Glory, Honour and 
Majcſty ; and, in one Word, tor every Thing that is 
£2 Ie the 
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the whole Univerſe ? © bs ant e Sou of the 
bey may be once likened umo Nm, who , 
. bigh ? For each of theſe, tho excellent Oties, they 

but a ſmall Portion of theſe glotious and poets 2 
r to che 
uttermoſt Perfection. 

His Being tis certain knows nd Beginning f Days, 
and his Tears they ſhall have no End. He 5 the King 
eternal and immortal; from everlaſting to * 
he is God, God and changerb not. 2 
Power and Might, he has it, yea he is d of 

ingdom ruletb 


Power in Heaven and in Earth ; bis 
over all. Great is our Lord, and of great Power. 
Rigbi- band of the Lord doth ever valiantly : 
ſpake, and it was done; be commanded, and ty 
Part of his univerſal Kingdom ſtood fal. As for 
Wiſdom, he is the Fountain of it, the only wiſe 
God. Every Part of the ſtupenduous Creation pro- 
claims his infinite Wiſdom. By his Spirit he hath 
arniſhed the Heaven, and the Firmament ſheweth forth 
2 Handy- work. Great and marvellous are his 
Works, and in Wiſdom be bath made them al. When 
we ſeek for Goodneſs, tis certain, there is none good as 
he is, none, no not one. The Earth is full of the 
Goodneſs of the Lord, and ſo is the great and D 
Gccan. If we ſearch tor Knowledge, he is a God 
Knowledge; by him Actions are tried: He weight 
the Mountains in Scales, and the Hills in a Balance; 
bis Knowledge is infinite, and bis Underſtanding un 
ſearchable, and paſt finding out. Do we 10 for et - 
ty, the Glory of intelligent Beings ; why, Holineſs in 
Perfection is his Throne, his Robe and W fot he 
fits on the Throne of his Holineſs, and is glorious in it, 
to the eternal Admirarion of Men and Ang gels. Thus, 
In ae let us Fa and. ranſack the OS Oran 
be found itt” 
it; ; 
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it. When they are ud * and compared with 
the amiable and charming PerfeRions of our Almighty 
Maker, the Maker of Heaven and Earth; what are 
they ? They are nothing, leſs than 3 and hut 
Vanity: He and he only is the firſt and the beſt of 
Beings, One exalted above all Blefſing and Praiſe. 
O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt bis Name 
gabe. Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive Glory, 
and Honour, and Power : For thou haſt treated all 
Things, and for thy Pleaſure they are and were created. 
Let us thetetore celebrate the Praiſes of our Almighty 
Parent, who has given us ſuch glorious and bright 
Diſplays of his exalted Perfections in the Workman= 
ſhip of his Hands, and worſhip reverently at his Foot - 
ſtool : He is thy Lord, and worſhip thou him ; worſhip 
him in the Beauty of Holineſs, for this much becometh 
. VV 
2. Is our Creator neceſſarily poſſeſſed of all poſſible 
and deſirable Perfectiuons? Then hence we may ſee 
that he has a juſt Right, and is ſufficiently. qualified 
to govern the Creatures he hath made. He that made 
all Things, both viſible and inviſible; does hereby, by 
a very natural Conſequenee, obtain a juſt Right to 
rule and govern them, and none of them can diſpute 
his Claim to this exalted Office. Since we are cach 
of us his Creatures, of Courſe we become his Subjects, 
and are bound to fubje& our felves to his Laws and 
Government. The Lord is our Lawgiver ; the Lord 
is our King, (aith the Church, 1/a. xxxiii. 22. Nay, 
not only fo, He is a great King over all the Earth, Pal. 
xlvii. 2. King of Kings, and Lord of Lords. To him 
it appertains to give Laws to all his Creatures, be- 
cauſe they are the Workmanſhip of his Hands; and it 
is well for us, that he lives and reigns through all 
Ages, to preſerve Peace and good Order amongſt his 
Pay _—_— to reward the Good, and panith 
1 „ Foexk | 
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( 50 ) If 
Being thus poſſeſſed of all poſſible Perfections, who - 
ſo fit to govern as he is ? Having made us, be knows 
our. Frame, and how to provide for our Neceſſities, 
which accordingly he does, and gives to every ons of 
his Creatures their Portion of Meat in due Seaſon. 'He 
iveth to the Beaſt his Food; He preſerueth Man aud 
Veet Having form'd us, he is intimately acquainted 
with our ſeveral Natures and Capacities, and hereby 
knows how to adapt his Laws to us, to dire& us to 
proper Services, which accordingly he hath done, and 
they are all of them, like himſelt, holy, juſt and good. 
Having created us, he can never be ignorant of us, 
in whatever Place of his Dominions we reſide, becauſe 
he is in every Place beholding the Evil and the Good; 
he is not, nay he cannot be far from any one of us; 
* in him we live, aud move, aud haue our Being. 
Us, ; \ | 
In ſhort, when we view him in his Perfections, par- 
ticularly as a King of infinite Wiſdom, Power and 
Goodneſs, one of perfect Righteouſneſs and unſpotted 
. Holineſs, we have all the Reaſon in the World to 
rejoice, and be joyful in him as our King. Let , 
rael ( ſays the Plalmiſt ) rejaice in him that made him, 
let the Children of Zion be joyful in their King; and well 
might he expreſs himſelf thus unto them, for he's a 
King who ruleth in Righteouſneſs. Juſtice and Fudg- 
ment are the Habitation of bis Throne, Mercy and 
Truth do always go before his Face ; other Lords may 
have Reſpe& of Perſons, but he who is Lord of Lords, 
is no Reſpe&er of them: Of a Truth I perceive 
( ſaith Peter) that God is no Reſpecter of Perſons.; but 
in every Nation, he that feareth him, aud worketh Rigb- 
teouſneſs, is accepted with bim, Acts x. 34, 35. Nay, 
Since he is infinitely happy in himſelf, and that his 
Happineſs flows from himſelf, it is evident that he 
neither has, nor can have the leaſt Temptation or re- 
moteſt Inclinat ion to regard the rich more than thai 
| poor, for they are all the Work of his Hands. And © 
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as they are his Creatures, he ſtands equally related to 


them; and therefore his Eyes do always behold the 


Things that are equal. Who would not then rejoice in 
ſuch a King as this, and fing Praiſes unto him > Who 

would not chooſe ſuch a Lord to rule over them, and 

| obſerve his Laws and Statutes perpetually ? Yea happy, 
happy beyond Expreſſion is, that People and Nation, 

whoſe God is the Lord. Chooſe you { ſays Foſhua ) this 
Day whom ye will ſerve; but as for me and my Houſe 
we will ſerus the Lord, Joſh. xxiv. 15. The Reſo- 

lution was brave and good ; for he is a righteous Lord 

and » Joveth Righteouſneſs, his Countenance doth behold 
the upright, Pſal. xi. 7. Let us therefore preſent our Bo- 
dies to him as a living Sacrifice, boly, acceptable, which 
is our reaſonable Service, and ſerve him in all Time 

coming with perfect Hearts and willing Minds, ſerve 
bim in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs before bim all the 
Days of our Lives. So doing our Labour ſhall not be in 
vain in the Lord, for he is a Rewarder of all theſe who 
diligently ſeek him, that faithfully ſerve him. Them that 
bonour me ( ſays he) 1 will honour, and they that 
deſpiſe me, ſhall be lightly eſteemed, 1 Sam. ii. 30. As 
for theſe mine Enemies ( ſays Chriſt ) which would 
not, that I ſhould reign over them, bring hither and ſtay 
them before me, Luke xix. 27. And to be ſure, he that 
is thus pofle(s'd of all poſſible Perfections, can never 
be at a Loſs, either to reward the firſt or puniſh the 
laſt. And fince he has told ns this much, let us re- 
member it, and in Conſequence of it perſuade our 


ſelves that he abideth faithful; for he is not a Man 
that be ſhould lie, or the Son of Man that he ſhould 


repent ; no, he is in one Mind, and who can turn bim ? 
He is God and 1 5 not. Say to the Righteous there- 
fore it ſhall be wel 


be ill with him, for the Reward of bis Hands ſhall 
e given bim, Ifai. iii. to, 11. Wo unto him that 
ffriveth with bis Maker ; tho Hand ſhould join in 


G 2 . Hand 


with him, for they ſhall eat the 
Fruit of their Doings ; but Wo unto the Wicked it ſhall 
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Hand they ſball not ( unpuniſh'd. There is no Peacg 
ſaith my God to the Wicked, Iſai. lvii. 21. | 
za, From this Account that I have given you 
of the Happineſs of God, as flowing from the active 
and proper Exerciſe of his glorious Perfe&tions ; I in- 
fer the Immortality of our Souls. And that you may 
ſee and be convinced, that the Inference is juſt and na- 
tural from the Argument upon which ir is built, I 
muſt be allowed to enlarge a little upon it, that the 
Concluſion may appear to be ſtrong. and native. See- 
ing then BE 3 
That the Diving Being, the Creator of all Things, has 
been trom all Eternity a moſt active and operative A- 
gent, it is equally certain he muſt continue to be ſuch 
an One to all Eternity; fot ſince his Happineſs evident- 
ly lies in proper Action, it the Happineſs be con- 
tinued, as has been proven, the Action from whence 
it flows muſt, for this Reaſon, be ccntinued like- 
wiſe, agreeable to that Account which our Saviour 
gives us of him, John. v. 17. .My Father worketh 
bitherie, (lays he) and I work, And withall, ſince 
His all- ſufficient Happineſs does not only ariſe 
from his. Con ſciouſneſs of his own moſt excellent Per- 
fections, but alſo, and eſpecially, from the proper and 
agreeable Exerciſe of them, vig. in forming Views 
and Plans of Worlds to be created by him, which 
had no Exiſtence prior to that, ſave in his own infinite 
Mind, and in ſupporting and governing them afterwards, - 
when he had given them a real and actual Exiſtence ; 
Then here is a ſtrong Argument, and undeniable 
Proof for. the everlaſting Exiſtence of the Creatioy, 
and of Man in particular, for as much as thete is here- 
by an agreeable and proper Exerciſe and Imployment 
for the {elf-aQiye Powers and. Perfections of the Di- 
vine Majeſty, to exert themſelves to all Eternity, e- 
ſpecially in ſupporting and governing reaſonable aud 
intelligent Beings, ſuch as Men are, and carving out 
proper and agreeable Services for- them, to hy. 3 | 
ROOT WP hr ee e eee 
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thoſe rational Powers and Capacitics ; which he, in 
his infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs, has beſtowed on 
them: For, as the firſt and ſelf-ſufficient. Being, is 
and muſt be happy in the Exerciſe of his own Per- 
fections, which he owes to none, and has received 
from none elſe beſides himſelf ; ſo in like Manner his 
intelligent Creatures muſt be happy likewiſe in the 
active Exerciſe of thoſe Perfections, which he has con- 
fered on them; and it evidently appertains to him to 
preſcribe and point out thoſe Services to them, what- 
ever they are, which at once muſt render them happy, 
and unite them to himſelf in Love and Obedience, as 
the ſole Author and Fountain of it. Nor | 

Is it to be imagin'd, that when our glorious and 
almighty Creator has beſtowed on us ſuch excellent 
Gifts and Capacities of Mind, whereby, as his Chil- 
dren, we can look up to him as the Father of our Spi- 
rits, and ſtretch our Thoughts beyond the narrow 
Limits of Time, and look forward to an eternal State 
of Exiſtence within the Vall : Wn tis never to be 
imagin'd, that after all this Grace and Goodneſs 
vouchſafed us by a God of Love, he intended we 
ſhould only exiſt tor a few Days or Years in this pre- 
ſent World, and thereafter ceaſe to be for ever. No 


veril 3 r 5 a | 

I it was a proper and agreeable Exerciſe to the God 
of all Grace, from eternal Ages to form to. himſelf an 
Idea or Repreſentation of Man, a reaſonable and in- 
telligent Creature, of excellent Powers and Capacities, 
whom afterwards in his own good Time he intended 
to create; now chat he has done it in a perfect 
Conformity to that eternal Plan, wiſely conceiv'd and 
laid in his infinite Underſtanding ; then hence I juſtly 
infer our everlaſting Exiſtence aftcr this, either in 


* 


this State of Things, or in one to ſucceed it. And 
therefore, when we come to be removed our of this 
World by Dcath, the Fate of all Men, it is that we 


mar 
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may exiſt in another World, tho? inviſible in a great 
Meuſure to us at preſent. Nor 
Can any Thing be advanc'd againſt this Argument 


bor the Soul's Immortality, unleſs we could in Reaſon 


ſuppoſe one or other of theſe three Things to take 
2 Things | 


1. That our glorious Creator has in leſs or more 
fallen ſhort of his Deſign in our Formation ; and there- 
fore may judge it proper for him afterwards to annihi- 
late ns, to give Place to other intelligent Beings of 
more exalted Capacities, vi. to praiſe and. glorify 
him, who thall be created of Purpoſe to anſwer this 
mas. Or, 

zully, That after a certain advanc'd State of Im- 
provement, our eternal Parent may ſee it convenient 
to remove us from a Place of Exiſtence in his uni ver- 
ſal Kingdom, to raiſe up other intelligent Creatures in 
our Room, to contemplate and admire the Work- 
manſhip of his Hands, and ſurvey with Pleaſure the 
ſeveral Beauties and Excellencies of the Creation; the 
Taſte and Reliſh of theſe Things we ſhall ſuppoſe, be- 
ing loſt in a great Meaſure to theſe intelligent Be- 
ings, who have had Acceſs for a long Space of 
Time to behold them, and delight themſelves in 
them. Or, | Ben 

34y, That there may be ſome certain fix'd Period 
of Time, tho' unknown to us, when every Creature that 
God hath made, ſhall according to its Frame and Na- 
ture grow up to a full Age, thereafter decline, and at 
at length ceaſe to exiſt, and be no more for ever. 

Theſe, ſo far as I can conceive, are the only Things, 
that can poſſibly be ſuppoſed to deſtroy the Argument 
I have advanc'd to prove our immortal Exiſtence ; and 
how far they can in Reaſon be imagin'd to do it, 
ſhall be candidly and impartially examin'd into : And 
for this Purpoſe, I ſhall go over them again, and con- 
ſider e ach of them by themſelycs, in the ſame Order 
that they ſtand before us. Let us ſuppoſe then, 
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In the frf Place, That our glorious Crrazor has; 
in leis or more, fallen ſhott of his Deſign in our Part 
mation; and therefore may judge it proper for him af- 
terwards to annihilate us, to give Place to other in- 
telligent Beings of more exalted Capacitics, wiz. no 


praiſe and glority him, who ſhall be created of Pm. 


pole to anſwer this End. Why, 
This Suppoſition, now mentioned, is evidently in em- 


ſiſtent with the glorious and infinite PerfeGtions of 


our Almighty Creator; becauſe it makes him fall hare 
of his real Deſign, which of Neceflity argues a Want 
of Wiſom and Bower in him to liſh the noble 
Plan he had form'd from eternal Ages; and yet it 
muſt needs be obvious to every thinking and diſcern- 
ing Perſon, that this much can never with 
of Reaſon be imputed to the Former of all Things, 
ſeeing be is God, and changeth not, and | 
muſt be ſuppoſed as wonderful in-Counſel and excellent 
in working, from the Ages of Eternity, as he can poſ- 
ſibly be afterwards, even to Eternity again. Where 


fore then ſhould he deſtroy or annihilate us to raiſe- 
up other intelligent Beings in our Place, ſince there is 
a wile and proper Day of his glorious Perfection 


in our moſt excellent Formation, who arc fearfally 
and no leſs wonderfully made, according to that exat 
and perfect Plan of it, laid in the eternal Mind of our 
infinitely. perfect Creator > This ſurely ſpeaks forth the 


eternal Exiſtence of our Souls, being the Produce of 


infinite Wiſdom, join'd with no leſs Power and Good= 
neſs ; all which Perfections can never be greater or 
mareipertet. Naur. 

A Contrivance thus laid in the Mind of God from 
eternal Ages, muſt, in Reaſon, be ſuppoſed to laſt and 
continue to Eternity; that as it was a proper Exerciſe 
to his moſt active Nature before Time commenced, it 


may - equally continue to be ſuch an one to him, when 


F3 an thall be no more, being loſt in Eternity. Be- 
K.. N 
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- Now that God has made us, wherefore ſhould he 
deſtroy us again? Is it, ſhall I ſuppoſe, to raiſe up 
other intelligent Beings of more exalted Capacities 
in our Place? Pray what Occaſion is there for this, 
fince we are evidently in a State ot Improvement, 


and capable of it through eternal Ages? This much 


aſſuredly cuts off all Occaſion tor our ceaſing to exiſt 
afterwards. For let it be granted we are infirm Crea- 
tures in this State of Things, and know but little, 


| becauſe we are but of Teſterday; yet if we ſincerely 


imploy the a&ive Powers that God hath given us, we 
may come, in the Courſe of an eternal Exiſtence, to 
ſhine as Stars in a much higher Orb, and differ vaſtly 
from what we are at preſent. Nay, | 24 
Suppoſing that our glorious Creator ſhould intend 
afterwards to give Being to other intelligent Creatures 
of more excellent Capacities and Powers than we have; 
yet wherefore thould he, in order to this, remove us 
from a Place in his World, when ſuch and ſo great is 
his Power, being Almighty, that he can with the 
greateſt Eaſe afford a proper Habitation to thoſe ſupe- 
perior Beings, and, at the ſame 'Iime, provide a ſuit- 
able one for us too? - Eſpecially, | 
Since it mult be granted, that the Creator of all 
Things can exerciſe his own moſt active Powers and 
Perfte&ions in managing and governing reaſonable Be- 
ings of an inferior Claſs, as well as thoſe in a much 


. ſuperior one; and that this much ſeems to be ſome 


Way neceſſary for the greater Beauty, Harmony and 
Perie&ion of his univerſal Kingdom, which, ſince he 
lives for ever to rule over it, ſhall laſt and continue 
for ever likewiſe, And now, from what has been rea- 
ſoned, you may readily. obſerve, that there is no juſt 
Foundation for this firlt Suppoſition, to deſtroy the 
Argument I have advanced for our everlaſt ing Exiſt- 


ence. ' Let us therefore come to 


The ſecond Suppoſition, viz. That after a certain 
advanced State of Improvement, our eternal Parent 
M may 


may ſee it convenient to . us from # Place of 
Exiſtence in his univerſal Kingdom, to raiſe up / other 
intelligent Beings in our Room, to contemplate and 
admire the Workmanſhip of his Hands, and ſutvey 
with Pleaſure the ſeveral Beauties and Excellencies of 
the Creation, the Taſte and Reliſh of theſe Things, 


intelligent Creatures, who have had Acceſs for a lo 
Space of Time to behold them, and delight themſelves 
in them. In Anſwer to this, 

I readily grant that ſuch is the Nature of Man at 
preſent, that 'Things new, which we never heard of, 
read or ſaw before, are uſually more taking and enter- 
taining to us than old ones, that are become familiar 
to us. And let it be granted this Diſpoſition ſhould 
continue with us in a future State of Exiſtence ; What 
then? Cannot our Almighty Creator ſatisfy it, and by 
his infinite Wiſdom and Power find out new and pro- 
per Entertainment for all the moſt enlarged Powers of 
that Soul, which he himſclt hath created ? This much 
aſſuredly no Man can refuſe. And | 

Granting we ſhould go on in a State of Improve- 
ment to cternal Ages, (as I make no doubt we ſhall) 
will it ever be poſſible for finite Spirits to comprehend 
him who is an infinite One? No verily, for this were to 
fuppoſe him limited in his Perſections, and to fer our 
{elves evidently beyond the Rank of Creatures; both 
which are equally and obviouſly abſurd. Creatures, 
no queſtion we ſhall ever be, and whilſt we continue 
fuch, howmuch ſoever we ſhall improve, we will ever 
have Occaſion to learn more of God and of his Works, 
to raiſe our Wonder and Admiration of that all-glorious 
Being, the Perfection of Beauty, and Fountain of Ex- 
bellency, and excite our Prailes of him, yet fo as ro 
remain at an infinite Diſtance from him, rhe firſt and 
the beſt of Beings. In one Word, he who can find 
out an active and proportion'a Exerciſe for his own 
Legere thar are unqueſtionably infinite, can never 
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we ſhall ſuppoſe, being loſt in a great Meaſure to thoſe 
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in Reaſon be ſuppoſed to be at a Loſs, to ſatisfy the 
Cravings of our Souls, that have limited ones; and 
in conſequence of what has been ſaid, this ſccond Sup- 
ition falls to the Ground. I proceed therefore to 
The third Suppoſition, viz. That there may be 
ſome certain fixed Period of Time, tho' unknown to 
us, when every Creature that God hath made ſhall, 
according to its Frame and Nature, grow. up to a 
full Age, en, decline, and at length ceaſe to 
exiſt, and be no more for ever. In Anſwer to this, 
I readily grant, and 'tis what can't be retuſed, that 
all the Creatures in this World, fo far as we have Ac- 
ceſs. to obſerve them, have a fix'd Period when they 
grow up to Maturity, ripen apace to a full Age, and 
thereafter decline gradually, and at laſt give Place to 
others who ſucceed them: Thus it is evidently with 
Men; and it is no leſs true, both as to Animals and 
Vegetables : All of them have their fixed Periods for a 
viſible Exiſtence, ſome of them longer, others ſhorter ; - 
but every one of them, ſooner or later, do decline and 
dit away, to make Room for others of the ſame Kind 
or Species to ſucceed them. But then, | 
ITho' they ceaſe to live and act after that, the Mat- 
ter of which their viſible Part did conſiſt, is not an- 
nihilated, but only returns to the Earth again from 
whence it was taken, Thus it is with the inferior 
Creation ; and thus it is likewiſe with our Bodies, 
who, after a Period of Years, return to the Duſt from 
whence they came, mingle with it again, and make a 
Part of it, and we cannot, after a few Years, diſtin- 
E it from other common Duſt; only we: ſeem to 
pretty ſure, that none of it periſheth ; tt is true, the 
once beautiful Form is deſtroyed, but the Subſtance of 
ic (till remains as much as ever. And having granted 
this much, | 11 8 in 
The Point that comes next to be conſidered is this, 
viZ. If every other Creature that God has made or 
may think fit to make, is ſubject to the ſame Cataſtrophe 1 
| L | An 
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And kying aſide Revelation for a Time, that we 
may try how far we can clear this Point by a rational 
Diſquilition + Jo ſay no leſs, ir 5 avs probable, 


that there may be many different Claſſes ot intelligent 
Beings above Men, whoſe Natures are ſuited to thoſe 
Places where they principally refide in the vaſtly ex- 
tended Univerſe : But as we know little of theſe Crea- 
tures at prefent, I cannot, for my Part, ſee how we 
can reaſon from their Natures, to demonſtrate their 
eternal Exiſtence ; and there fore I ſhall confine my ſelf 
herein to Man, a Creature more obvious to us. And 
Tho' in this State we are evidently at a Loſs to 
form any juſt Notions of the Nature of that thinking 
Subſtance within us, which conſtitutes us rational 
and intelligent Beings : Yet we have very good Reaſon 
to conclude, that it is a Principle of Action ſome 
Way independent on the Body, and quite of another 
Nature from it; and conſequently it is preſumable it 
may ſubſiſt and exiſt by itſelf, as a Principle of Thought 
and Action when ſeparated from the Body, which is 
only an Organ or Inſtrument to it in ſome Actions, 
that could not be performed ſo well, or not at all with- 
out it. And tho | 

As I take it, it is not an eaſy Province to prove the 
Immortality of the Soul from the Nature of ir, this be- 
ing a Thing we know ſo little of at preſent; yet this 
much ſeems pretty probable, that ſince it does not 
depend upon the Body as a Principle of Thought, 
though united to it, and joined with it at preſent; that 
therefore it does not fall into a State of Inſenſibility 
with the Body at Death, but continues, after that, to 
act by itſelt, when the Body, through ſome Defect, is 
become an improper and uſeleſs Inſtrument unto it. 
And withal, | 

Since Man is confeſſedly the moſt glorious and ex- 

cellent Creature in this lower World, and his Soul, the 
thinking Principle within him, the higheſt and - moſt 
dignified Part of the en, ney that which conſtitutes 
4 1 : 
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us Men, it does not ſeem conſiſtent, as I take it, either 
with the Wiſdom or Goodneſs of God, that his Pe- 
riod of Life ſhould be ſhorter than many others of the 
Creatures around him: Lis true indeed, many of 
them die ſooner than we do, but others of them con- 
feſſedly exceed us in the Number of their Years ; and 
ſince Lite is one of the greateſt Bleſſings to any Crea- 
ture, becauſe it is evidently the Foundation or Medium 
ot all others, one cannot tail to think that our Life, 
if proportioned or adapted to the Dignity of our Na- 
tures, muſt, in Reaſon, exceed all others of them, 
which yet it docs not, unleſs our Souls ſurvive our Bodies, 
and continue to think and act in a State of Separation 
from the Body. Taking it tor granted then, that the 
Soul ſurvives the Body vhen diſlodged from it, 

Ihe Queſtion that ariſeth from this, and comes 
next to be wquired into is, viz. How long ſhall the 
Soul continu to exiſt after its Separation from the 
Body? Or, if there be any Thing in the Nature and 
Frame of that Spirit to fix its Duration to a certain 
Period, at which Time it thall ceaſe to exiſt ? | 
And becauſc, as I ſaid before, this is a Diſquiſition 
above our Reach at preſent, ia regard-we know ſo very 
lictle of the Nature of Spirits, I rather chooſe to lay 
the Foundation of a ſubſequent Reaſoning to clear this 
Point upon this as & Medium of Proof. Taking it for 
granted then, that the Soul of Man ſurvives the Body; 
then hence, J ſay, it it ſhould ceaſe to exiſt after that, be 
ir either ſooner or later, it muſt be owing to one of theſe 
two Suppoſit ions. Either, Firſt, That God cannot 
relerve this Soul in Being tor ever after. Or, Secondly 
Becel he will not do it. Should | x 
Wi {uppole the firſt, I take it to be evidently falſe ; 
for he who gave it à Being at firſt, can, no queſtion, 
give it an cternal Exittence if he pleaſeth, becauſe it 
can require no greater Meaſure of Power to preſerve 
any i.reature in Lite, than it did to have brought them 
to che Polleſſion ol it when they firſt enjoy d it, _ 
| Q 
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To ſuppoſe the contrary, is evidently to ſet Bounds 
and Limits to his Power, in a Matter too, which nei- 
ther includes in it any the leaſt Contradiction, or ſap- 
poſes any Meaſure of Weakneſs ; and conſequently, 
ſhould we give into this Suppoſition, . it would not only, 
as I take it, limit that Pertection, I mean the Power of 
God, but likewiſe his Wiſdom and Goodneſs, to 
which his Power, as I conceive, muſt be ſubſervient; 
for what would Wiſdom and Goodneſs ſerve for, even 
in God, ſuppoſing in him a Want of Power to imploy 
and exerciſe theſe amiable Perfe&ions of his Nature, 
for the Benefit of his Creatures ; the principal Streſs 
of the Reaſoning therefore, muſt of Neceflity turn upon 
the laſt of thoſe Suppoſitions, viz. the Will and- good 
Pleaſure of God: Which ſhall therefore be conſidered. 
That God can, by his mighty Power, preſerve our 
- Souls in Life to live for ever, has been already proven. 
All the Doubt then is as to the Will of God, viz. 


whether he will do it; for God may be ſuppoſed to be 


able to do many Things, which, for Realons known 
to himſelf, he may think fit to forbear, becauſe his 
Power, however infinite, is always guided and di- 
rected in its Exerciſe by his Wiſdom; and fince it is 
and muſt be ſo, tho” he is an abſolute and ſovereign 
Lord, who acts without Controul, and docs what 
pleaſeth him, both in the Armies of Heaven, and among ft 
the Inbabitants of this Earth ; yet ſince he muſt, in all 
Reaſon, be ſuppoſed to a& from infinite Wiſdom in 
every Part of his Management, be it either as a Creator, 
Governor or Judge ; this makes it at once more 
poſlible, certain and ſatistying for us to reaſon from this 
Medium, I mean the Will of God, to illuſtrate the 
Point under our preſent Diſquiſition , \ 
Let us therefore examine, ſo far as we can, what 
might be the glorious End: and Deſign of God's creat- 
ing of intelligent Spirits; this, as I take it, muſt. come 
in as an Help to determine their eternal Exiſtence. : 
For whatever can, in Reaſan, be ſuppoſed to be the 
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Spring or determining Principle in the Divine Mind 
of creating thoſe intelligent Spirits, muſt come in like- 
wiſe to be conſidered by us as a Proof or Evidence of 
their Continuance in Being, be it either for a fix'd 
Period or endleſs Duration. ers 

And the only Thing (as I take it) that can be ſup- 
poſed to determine the ſelf-exiſtent Fehovah, to create 
a World, and intelligent Beings in particular, was 4 
Diſplay of his glorious Perfe&ions in their excellent 
Formation, and to them in ſpecial, after that; for, 
as was ſaid before, he needed not to have created a 
World in general, or rational Beings-in ſpecial, to con- 
vince himſelf that he had ſuch PerfeQions as were after- 
wards imployed in forming of them, and equal for this 
great Undertaking; and befides, by contemplating 
them in his own Mind, he might have found an 
active and entertaining Exerciſe ro his own almighty 
Mind, tho' he had never created them at all, and 
viewed them in all thoſe ſuppoſeable Caſes and Circum- 
ſtances that have happened ſince, or can occur 38 
clearly as when afterwards he brought them into Being. 
But then, as every one may obſerve, in all this mental 
Contemplation there neither was nor could be any Diſ- 
play, Emanation or Illuſtration of the glorious Perfecti- 
ons inherent in his bleſſed Nature; he himſelf, tis true, 
knew them, but none elſe had any Diſcoveries of them. 

The Illuſtration then of his own Perfections, parti- , 
cularly of his Goodneſs, Wiſdom and Power, muſt be 
ſuppoled to be the derermining Principle in the Di- 
vine Intelle& or Mind in forming intelligent Beings; 
and this much is likewiſe evident from the holy Scrip- 
tures: There we are expreſly told, that the Lord bath 
made all Things for himſelf, Prov. xvi. 4. 4. e. for 
the Manifeſtation of his Divine Perfections. Hence it 
is, that all bis Works are ſaid to praiſe him, Plal. cxlv. 
10. becauſe they afford an Occaſion and Argument to 
his intelligent Creatures to do it. bY, 

And as his End in creating of intelligent Beings 
(for theſe are thoſe I am now concerned with) was = 
2 * 


Maniſeſtation of his glorious Perfe&ions to them; fo 
particularly and more eſpecially of his Goodneſs, which, 
wherever it is, is always communicative of itſelf for the 
Good and Benefit of others. This then, and his kind 
and generous Deſign in communicating. of it was that, 
that muſt be ſuppoſed to induce our glorious Creator 
to have formed us, vi g. That he might impart of his 
Goodneſs to us; but this much he could not poſſibly 
do, till once we exiſted, to taſte and ſee that God is good. 
It is evident therefore, that it was owing to the Good- 
neſs of our God, and his'generous Deſign of imparting 
of it, that he gave intelligent Beings an actual Exiſt- 
ence ; for ſince, as has been ſaid, he needed not to have 
created them, bur for this, becauſe he could have im- 
ployed his Mind, and delighted himſelf in the clear 
Views he might have taken of them. Previous to this, 
he cannot be ſuppoſed to have created them to _ 
himſelf more ha it, but only to impart a Hap- 
pineſs to cbm, 1.x flows from his — as 
Streams from a Fountain. Since * 
Their Happineſs therefore, and not their Miſery, 
was the primary and noble Deſign of their Formation; 
The Queſtion that comes in next to bo determined is, 
viz. Whether it contributes more to illuſtrate the 
Goodneſs of God to his intelligent Creatures, ro give 
them a Being only for a certain Period ot Time, to 
taſte of his Goodneſs, or rather to continue them in 
Lite for ever to enjoy it; and withal give them the 
Aſſurance of this, to remove all anxious and uncaſy 
Thoughts from their Minds, that otherwiſe of Ne- 
ceſlity muſt be ſuppoſed: to diſturb and imbitter their 
preſent Enjoyments ot it. | | 
And having thus ſtated the Queſtion, every Body 
muſt ſee, as I conceive, that the laſt of thoſe is un- 
queſtionably the moſt proper one to do it by; for if 
Goodneſs communicated and imparted to others is the 
proper and genuine Proof of a good Being, from whence 
ie comes, which cannot be refuled ; Then W 
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will naturally follow, that the more laſting and abid- 
ing that Goodneſs is, which denominates one Good of 
Neceſſity, it gives and mult give a clearer and brighter 
Diſplay of the Goodneſs of the Author and Fountain 
of it, becauſe it removes from our Minds all Fears 
and Jealouſies, all Miſtakes or Miſronſtructions about 
the Efte&s of his Goodneſs, as if he had ſome By-end 

to ſerve by them; but when the Goodneſs manifeſted 
by the Effects or Fruits of it are continuing and ever- 
laſting, and proper Aſſurances of this given to the 
reaſonable Creature, there is no Room or Place to en- 
tertain an ill t of the glorious Author of it. 
And ſince God is of Power, as has been ſaid, to pre- 
ſerve his intelligent Creatures in Being, as long, he 
lives, i. e. for ever; it is but reaſonable” to ſuppole, 
that he will continue them in Being thus long to ex- 
i in themſelves his immenſe ſo. This be- 
ing the moſt convincing Proot and higheſt Evidence of 
his great Goodneſs; and that, in ſhort, there is none good 
as he is, becauſe he lives for ever to do us good. Nay, 

Since it was owing to his Goodneſs that he gave 
them a Being to impart a Happineſs to them, in re- 
gard that his · Goodneſs, like his other Perfections, is 
unc it can never be owing to the Want 
of Goodneſs in himſelf, if at any imaginary Pe- 
riod. of Exiſtence he removes any of his intelligent 
Creatures into their primitive State of Non · exiſtence: 
Nor can this ſu Removal from Life be account 
ed a Kindneſs or Favour done to them; ſor if Life, and 
the Benefits attending it, flowing from the Grace and 
Goodneſs of God, be a Thing in itſelf greatly to be 
deſir d by every intelligent Being, it can never, in any 
juſt Senſe be called or deſigned Goodneſs to deprive 
them of it; and if it cannot, and evidently it cannot, 
then conſequently it ſhall never happen to them, i. 6: 
to be deprived of Life; for ſeeing it was upon Deſign 
ol cating of his Goodneſs to them that he gave 
wem a Beiug at all; ic muſt be owing to e — 
Tom | © lovdy 
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fovely Perfection in by Divine Being, if any ſuck 
"Thing as this ſhould befal them, which, from what has 
been ſaid, is obviouſly and evidently falſe, 

I fay it, nay J may confidently aſſert this much, 
that ſince it was owing to the Goodneſs of God that 
ever he created intelligent Beings to taſte that he is 
good, it muſt, of Neceſſity, be owing to the ſame 
amiable Perfection, if at any Time he ſhould remove 
them from the Poſſeſſion of it, (which has been diſproven) 
otherwiſe we mult ſuppoſe his Power to be deſtructive of 
his Goodneſs, when yet, in the natural and beautiful 
Onder of Things, it is only ſubſervient to that and 
his other Perſect ions, and in ſo far, and not other- 
«wiſe, a lovely Perfection, and one to be defired by any 
intelligent Being whomſoever. But to go on in the Ar- 
gument, let us £24 
-  \Suppoſc/for once, a Thing which you ſee can nevet 
happen, vi. That God ſhonld remove his intelligent 
Creatures from Life, and the Benefits of it; in conſe- 
quence of this, he muſt either be ſuppoſed tohave fixed 
a certain Period for all of them, when they ſhall ceaſe 
to exiſt, or, which is the other Branch of the Suppoſi · 
tion, and the only Thing that can be ſuppoſed, viæ. 
That he ſhall remove ſome of them from Lite, and the 
Enjoyments of it before others of them. But 

If we ſhould give into the firſt, there is an End at 
once, you ſee, of the declarative Goodneſs of God, which 
can never be ſuppoſed: Aud ſhould we embrace the laſt, 
then, as I ſaid before, how mult it diſtarb the Peace 
and Quiet, the Joy and Happineſs of thoſe who ſur- 
vive them, to fee their Fellow- creatures deprived of 4 
Share in the Goodneſs of God, when in Conſequence 
ol this, they muſt in Reaſon conclude with themielves, 
that they in like Manner muſt be deprived of it too 
ſome Time after that, be it either ſooner or later? For 
if one intelligent Creature ſhould be deprived of Lite 
and the Benefits ot it, wherefore not another ? And ſo 
«on, until each of them be placed in the {ame Circum- 

; ſtances, 
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ſtances, ſince God is no Reſpecter of Perſons, © Fuſtice 
aud Judgment being the Habitation of his Throne. 
And hence, | | wad - ;, 

It would . natively follow likewiſe, that, let the 
Goodneſs of God be ever ſo great (and ſuch it is be- 
yond all Thought) he can never be ſuppoſed to com- 
municate of his Goodneſs to his intelligent Creatures, 
to their Satisfa tion in him, as the Father of Mercies 
and God of all Conſolation, which yet is evidently 
inconſiſtent with his generous and loving Deſign in 
creating of them. For, | 

Should we ſuppoſe our almighty Parent to be ſpar- 
ing in beſtowing of good Things on his intelligent 
Creatures after he has made them; this, as has been 
frequently ſaid, can never in Reaſon anſwer his In- 
tention in creating of them. ſince his doing of this was 
evidently to impart of his Goodneſs to them, to render 
them happy in himſelf, the Author of every good and 
perfect Gift. And, 

Should we again ſuppoſe that our glorious and al- 
mighty Creator, in Conſequence of his having formed 
a vaſt Number of intelligent Creatures, is graciouſly 
pleas'd withal to confer many of his valuable Bleſſings 
and Benefits on them, to render their Enjoyment of 
Life a Comfort to them. Why ? It is evident that 
the more of theſe he beſtows on them, the worſe it is 
for them, becauſe the Fears and Jealouſies that muſt of 
Neceſſity be ſuppoſed to ariſe in their Minds, upon 
the Proſpecb of their being depriv'd of that precious 
Lite, by the Continuation of which, they can only taſte 
thoſe many good Things which are beſtowed on them, 
muſt of Courſe embitter them to that Degree, and fill 
their Minds with ſuch uneaſie and tormenting Thoughts, 
that they cannot in any juſt Senſe be ſaid to enjoy 
them, or take Pleaſure in them whilſt theſe do hang 
about them. And if it is thus evidently true, that 
they can have no true Contentment with them, or 
ſolid Satisfaction in them; whatever theſe good Things 

| f | Are 
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are in themſelves, or in the Eſtimation of the Donor, 
they are not, nor cannot be proper Diſplays of Good- 
- neſs to the Creature, becauſe they are not in Conditi- 
on to reliſh the Good of them, which yet they muſt 
be, elſe they cannot in any juſt Senſe be called a Diſ- 
play of Goodneſs ; for this ſuppoſes the Creature ro be 
enſible of it, otherwiſe there is no Diſplay of it to 
them, the Thing intended by it. Beſides, 

"Tis certain that ſuch Fears and Anxicties of Mind, 
as muſt of Courſe follow upon this Hypotheſis now 
mentioned, are evidently inconſiſtent with all true and 
juſt Notions of Goodneſs, Thus, amongſt intelligent 
Creatures, Goodneſs evidently expreſſeth it ſelf, in do- 
Ing what is within the Compaſs of our Power and 
Knowledge, to promote the Happineſs of our Fellow- 
creatures, in ſo far as it is not evidently inconſiſtent 
with our own Happineſs ; and when ir is applied unto 
God, wherein, pray, ſhovld it conſiſt, or expreſs itſelf 
towards his rational Creatures, it not by employing his 
Power and Wiſdom to render them eaſy and pleas'd, 
and fully ſatisfied with their Beings, Place and Cir- 
cumſtances in his World? But this can never be, un- 
leſs their Exiſtence be continued to everlaſting Ages, 
and proper Aſſurances given them of it. Nay, 

In the Want of this (as I take it) it had been better 
for the intelligent Creature never to have had a Bein 
given them at all; for before they had it, they were 
not, and could not think, and conſequently could not 
be ſubject to any anxious or unealie | hoyghts ; where- 
as by their having an intelligent Being beſtowed on 
them, they muſt of Courſe be filled with them. And 
ſince, as nas been ſaid, the uncreated Being needed not 
to have form'd them to advance his own Happinels ; 
wherefore then ſhould he in Juſtice be ſuppoſed ro em- 

loy his Power as a Creator to make them, or any 
Zlafles of them miſerable ? Since by his Power, that 
Power by which he created them, he can preſerve them 
in Lite, to taſte the Pleaſures of it, and receive from his 
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Goodneſs, which is incxhauſtible, till they are fully 
"ye unſpeakable and ful of Glory. 
this Reaſoning then, if it was owing to 


To concl 


the Goodneſs of God that he created Man, and other 
intelligent Beings, to taſte and ſee that be is good, and 
fince he is of Power to continue them in Being as long 


as he lives, and ſince his Goodneſs, as well as his o- 


ther Perfe&ions, is unexhauſtible, and paſt finding out, 


and ſince the eternal Emanations of his Goodneſs is one 
of the higheſt Inſtances, and moſt convincing Proofs 
of the immenſe Goodneſs of God, and neceſſary in the 
very Nature of it to give a proper and ſatisfying Diſ- 
play of it to them: Nay, if in the Want of this, and 
oper Aſſurances of it, the Creature, in (ome Senſe, 
better never have been created. In Conſequence 
of all this, though we are Strangers at preſent to the 
Frame and Nature ot intelligent Spirits, yet from the 
whole that has been reaſoned, I think we may ſafely 
conclude, that they ſhall exiſt for ever, to be happy in 
their God, the Fat ber of Spirits, who, as he had no 
other Deſign in creating of chem, but to impart of his 
Goodneſs to them, and give them ſatisfying Diſplays 
of it, can never be ſuppoſed to promote it by depriving 
them of it, And 

Having thus conſidered, and diſcuſo'd theſe three 
Suppolitions above-mentioned, I return to conclude 
the general Argument I have advanc'd to prove the 
Immortality of our Souls. Since 


The Divine Being then, who is beyond all Compa- 


riſon a moſt active One, muſt be allow'd a proper 


Exerciſe for theſe his infinite Perſect ions; and ſince it 


was a Part, no Queſtion, of his active and pleaſant 
Employment, from the Ages of Eternity, to form ta 
himſelf an Idea of Man, to exiſt in Time, which ac- 
eardingly, by the Exerciſe of his Perfe&ions, he has 
now accompliſh'd, and hereby has Occaſion ſtill to 
employ his Powers and Perfections at preſent in ſup- 
rting and governing of him; tis but reaſonable and 
3-420 conclad (rom all this gar exeral Exitenoe in 
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a ſuture State, that, with other intelligent Creatures, 
we may continue for ever, to be a proper Exerciſe for 
his great and ever · glorĩous Perfections, to preſerve us in 


Life, and afford us the proper Exerciſe and Pleaſures 


of an immortal One; and this much our gracious Re- 


deemer aſſures of, who hath brought this important 
Truth to Light by his Goſpel. Becauſe I live (ſays 
he) ye ſhall live alſo, John xiv. 19. IF 

Laſtly, From this Account that the Apoſtle gives 


us of our Creator, that he is bleſſed for ever, we may 
' readily obſerve this much, that Bleſſed are all thoſs 
who haue choſen God for their Portion, for they hal 


be happy. for ever ; and the Reaſon of this is obvious, 
becauſe he lives for ever to employ his glorious and a- 
miable Perfe&ions to promote their Happineſs. The 
Peace and Proſperity, the Happineſs and Welfare of 


the Subject is unqueſtionably the Glory of every King, 
and all of them who have a juſt Regard to their exalt- 
ed Office, will labour to their Power to promote it; 


for they ſhall proſper who love it. But how defective 
ſo ever theſe * 5 Kings may be in anſwering the 
noble and primary Defign of their Exaltation ; he of 
a Iruth, who is King of Kings, aud Lord of Lords, 
will never be wanting to promote the Good and Bene- 
fir of his: For, beſides that, they are graven upon the 
Palms of bis Hands, and their Walls are coutinu 


before him, he is of Power to do it, and has Wiſdom 
in Perfection to find out the proper and neceſſary Means 
to advance it. Bleſſed is that Man . that 


maketh the Lord bis Truſt, for they that truſt in the 


Lord ſhall be as Mount Zion, which cannot be removed, 


but abideth for ever, Plal. cxxv. 1. 
Were it indeed a Thing to be ſuppoſed {which af- 

ſuredly can never happen) that our Creator could poſ- 

ſwly ceaſe to exiſt, or to employ his ſelf. active Þ 


Lord is, would be reduc'd to Micab's Melancholly and 


afflicting Note, Ic have taken away my gods, which J 


made 


| er- 
fections; in Conſequence of this, the pious and good 
Man, who truſteth in the Lord, and whoſe Hope the 
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wade (ſays he) and wave Judges xviii. 


24. Bur ſince he lives for ever, lives to employ his in- 
finite Perfections to render them compleatly happy in 
himſelf the Author of their Beings, and Fountain of 
their Happineſs, tis evident to a Demonſtration that 
their Choice is wiſe and good; for nothing that can 
befal them can diminiſh their Happineſs, or ſeparate 
them from it, . becauſe he is of Power to preſerve them 
to his heavenly Kingdom and Glory, and has engaged 
his faithful Word of Promiſe to keep them by bis Power 

through Faith unto Salvation, 1 Pet. i. 5. In. Conſe- 
_ quence of this, the ſincere Chriſtian may expreſs him · 
{elf in the Apoſtle's Words, Rom. viii. 35, 37, 38, 
and 39 Verles, Who ſhall ſeparate us from the Love 
of Chriſt © Shall Tribulation, or Diſtreſs, or Perſecuti- 
on, or Famine, or Nakedneſs, or Peril, or Sword * 
Nay, in all theſe Things we are more than Conquerors, 
through him that loved us. For I am perſuaded, that 
neither Death, nor Life, nor Angels, nor Principalities, 
nor Powers, nor Things preſent, nor Things to come ; 
Nor Height, nor Depth, nor any other Creature, ſhall 
be able to ſeparate us from the Love of God which is 
in Chriſt Feſus our Lord. And to the ſame Purpoſe 
the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks, Pſal. xlviii. 14. This God, i. e. 
who made the Heavens and the Earth ; this God, who 
liveth and abideth for ever, who isGod and changeth not, 
be is our God for ever and ever, he will be our Guide even 
unto Death. My Heart and my Fleſh faileth, but God 
is the Strength of my Heart, and my Portion for ever, 
Pſal. lxxiii. 26. The Lord is my Portion, ſaith my 


Soul, therefore will I bope in him, Lam. iii. 24. And 
happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for bis Help, 


whoſe Hope is in the Lord bis God, which made the 
Heaven and the Earth, the Sea and all that therein is, 
becauſe he keepeth Truth for ever, and ſhall reign for 
ever and ever, even thy God O Zion unto all Generations, 
Pal. cxlvi. 5, 6, and 10 Verſes. Surely then, , 
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the Things which God bath prepared for them that love 
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It hall be well with the Righteous ; ſuch they are 
happy in Time, having laid Help upon one that is 
and ready to provide for them. Take no 
bought for your Life (ſays our Saviour) what ye ſhall 
eat, or what ye ſhall drink, nor yet for your Body whats 
ye ſhall put on; is not the Life more than Meat, and 
the Body than Raiment ? i. e. He that gave you a Being, 
can eaſily, by the ſame Greatneſs of Power, provide a 
ſuitable Maintenance for it. Hence that noble and 
beautiful Paſſage of the Prophet Habakkuk's Chap. iii. 
17, 18, 19 Verſes, Although the Fig-tree. (ſays he) 
ſhall not bloſſom, neither ſhall Fruit be in the Vines, the 
Labour of the Olive ſhall fail, and the Fields ſbal yield 
no Meat, the Flock ſhall be cut off from the Fold, and 
there ſhall be no Herd in the Stalls : What then, Ter I 
will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my 
Satvation. The Lord God is my Strength. He is my 
God (ſays the devout Chriſtian) the God that form'd 
me, and therefore will not be wanting to provide for 
me. If earthly Parents provide for their Children, a 
heavenly One will much more do it for his, that de- 
pend upon hin for it; yea what is good the Lord will 
give it. But withal, 
The Happineſs of the good Man is not confin'd or 


 reſtrited to this preſent Life ; no, by no Means, they 


ſhall be yet more happy in the Life which is to come, 
when God himſelf ſhall be their exceeding great Re- 
ward ; nay, who can recount the Happineſs of. thag 
Man whoſe God is the Lord. Eye. bath not ſeen, nor 
Ear beard, neither haue entred into the Heart of Man 


bim. O how great is thy Goodneſs, which thou baſt 
laid up for them that fear thee ; which thou haſt wrought 
for them that truſt in thee, Pſal. xxxi. 19. It muſt 
needs be inexpreſſibly great, becauſe ſuch is the Source 
and Fountain of it; be of good Courage therefore all ye 
that hope in the Lord; Kor be that overcometh ſhall 
inberis all Things, and 1 will be. his God, and he yp 
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